
Readers will, I am sure, have been saddened to learn recently of the death of 
Peter Cooper at the age of 72. Peter had been the Chair of YHACS from 2000 
to 2011 and then served as YHACS President from 2011 to 2021. 
 
Here Kevin Trickett, our current President, pays a personal tribute. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I first met Peter back in 2002 when I attended my first meeting of the YHACS 
committee which, if memory serves me correctly, was held at St Johnõs College in 
York. At that time, Peter was Chair of the association, having taken over the role 
from Kevin Grady, then Director of Leeds Civic Trust, at the beginning of 2000. 
 
I suppose for my first meeting, I must have been there as an ôinterested observerõ 
ð sussing out how the land lay to see whether or not YHACS (or YHASA as it then 
was) was something that would benefit my own Society. Iõd been elected as  
President (and Chair) of Wakefield Civic Society earlier in the year and had 
been urged to take an interest in ôregional affairsõ. Certain members of my  
committee felt that Wakefield Civic Society should play its part in what was then 
still a relatively new regional association and that we should set something of an  
example to others. So, I contacted Peter and asked for an invitation to attend a 
meeting. An invitation having been extended, I toddled off to York wondering 
what I was letting myself in for. 
 
Any doubts about how I might be received were quickly dispelled. I was warmly 
welcomed by Peter, and, indeed, other members of the regional committee,  
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including Helen Kidman whom I recognised immediately from my professional 
life ð (she and I worked for the same organisation). Everyone said how 
pleased they were to see me (a trait Iõve since recognised all committees  
display when someone new approaches!) and at some point, I must have 
agreed to join the committee as a co-opted member because I started  
attending committee meetings regularly thereafter.  
 
As I said, back then, the association was known as YHASA ð the Yorkshire and 
Humber Amenity Societies Association. It was fully formed by the time I  
arrived, but not at that point a registered charity, and funding came via a 
quarterly subvention (or grant) from Civic Trust, our national body at the time. 
 
Together, under Peterõs leadership, the committee shaped the YHASA agenda 
and built up a programme of events for member societies while working  
closely with Civic Trust. As well as bringing civic societies together, YHASA also 
had a distinct role in representing the civic movement among other regional 
bodies ð not least the Yorkshire and Humber Assembly - and Peter would  
attend many of these stakeholder meetings on our behalf. It was in these early 
days of my involvement that I began to understand the importance, indeed the 
necessity, of having a regional association not only to represent the civic 
movement in our region but also to act as the glue that helps to form strong 
bonds between our local societies. As important, I recognised that the regional 
association needed a figurehead who could help to channel the hopes and 
aspirations of a rather diverse group of societies and individuals so that,  
collectively, they could be a force to be reckoned with and taken seriously. 
 
What I saw in Peter was someone who, while ready to take a pragmatic  
approach to problem solving, was always keen to hear what those around him 
were thinking. He was open to new ideas and, up to a point, prepared to  
experiment and venture into new ways of doing things (although I never  
persuaded him to use Twitter!). Through discussion in committee and at our 
quarterly member events, I saw how Peter would build consensus in such a way 
that meant people around him were happy to show support for his decisions to 
follow his direction. He was invariably polite and always affable. In  
consequence, people warmed to him. They respected his experience and 
knowledge, not just of the civic movement but also from his wider career, and 
people would seek out his views, valuing his opinions and welcoming his  
support. He led from the front but also enabled others on the committee to 
take things forward on behalf of the association rather than keeping tight  
control of everything himself. 
 
In 2004, and under Peterõs chairmanship, YHASA obtained Lottery funding 
which enabled us to recruit an Association Development Officer ð Katie Bishop 
(later Stewart on marriage) and this helped set in train not just work to  
establish and revitalise a number of civic societies across the region but also a 
review of the status of YHASA. Working with Katie and the late Richard 
Ward, Peter oversaw the creation of a new type of regional organisation ð 
YHACS ð the Yorkshire and Humber Association of Civic Societies that we 
know today ð with a new brand but also a new status ð that of registered 
charity which we achieved towards the end of 2005. 
 
YHACS continued to evolve and survived not only the collapse of Civic Trust in 
2009 ð but also concomitant loss of the subvention, necessitating a plea to our 
members not just to continue their moral support but also to provide financial 
support. That we succeeded at that difficult time and came through it more or 
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less unscathed was in no small part due to Peterõs own character and the high 
regard in which both he and YHACS were held by our members across the  
region. 
 
When Peter announced that he wanted to step down as Chair of YHACS in 
2011, we knew he would be a hard act to follow and were grateful to him for 
agreeing to become honorary President of the association, taking over the role 
from Peter Spawforth. This enabled Peter (Cooper) to remain involved with our 
work but freed him of the responsibility of running the association and chairing 
meetings. His input and advice remained invaluable and, as the new Chair, I 
was able to call on his support and counsel whenever I needed to do so. He 
and I had numerous conversations by telephone over the years to thrash out 
ideas and solve problems. Our conversations were wide ranging and  
punctuated with laughter. 
 
Peterõs background had been in civil engineering. As a native of Scarborough, 
Peter was educated at Scarborough Boys High School, before beginning his 
career in 1970 with employment at John Laing Construction. While working 
there, he also studied civil engineering at Hatfield Polytechnic, where he  
obtained an HND. His employment at Laing as a Site Engineer continued until 
1976, taking him to various locations around the country including Kendal, 
Swansea, Stoke on Trent, York, Hoddesdon and London.  
 
After that, he did a three-year stint as a Senior Technician working for North 
Yorkshire County Council, based in Northallerton. He then moved on to work for 
Staffordshire County Council from 1979 to 1987 and during this time, he  
studied for his BSc in Civil Engineering at Trent Polytechnic, qualifying in 1984. 
He became a Member of the Institution of Civil Engineers in 1987. 
 
In 1988, Peter moved to Kirklees Metropolitan Council where he did a couple 
of years as an Assistant Engineer and later Works Engineer in highway  
maintenance after which another change of employer in 1991 saw him working 
for the WSP Group as Principal Engineer, based in Wakefield. He left WSP in 
1994. 
 
Unfortunately, spinal problems began to affect Peterõs mobility and he  
eventually had to give up his engineering career. With his wife Alison, another 
native of Scarborough whom he had married in 1977, they returned to their 
hometown in 1997 where Peter was to volunteer for the local Citizens Advice 
Bureau, helping to train their volunteers. In 1997, Peter was asked to join  
Scarborough Civic Society by their then chair Tony Stephens and would go on 
to take over the role of chair himself when Tonyõs health began to fail. This, of 
course, led in due course to his involvement in YHACS. In 2008, Peter also 
joined me on the board of Civic Trust as a trustee although, as we now know, 
problems associated with the financial crash were to see Civic Trust forced into 
administration just a year later.  
 
Alongside his civic society responsibilities but very much aligned, Peter was 
elected Co-Vice Chair of the Scarborough Urban Renaissance Town Team,  
established circa 2001 under the Yorkshire Forward Urban Renaissance  
programme. This was a demanding role for Peter but one which he thoroughly 
enjoyed and was particularly proud of, serving until the programme ended 
some years later. 
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Although Peter ôretiredõ from his post as YHACS Chair in 2011 and the YHACS 
President in 2021, the latter in large part because of the increasing difficulty 
he had travelling alone over longer distances, he did not stop his voluntary 
work and was very actively involved in two Scarborough groups.  
 
From May 2011 to January 2019, he took on the role of Secretary of  
Scarborough Studios Ltd, a not-for-profit voluntary group working to restore 
an old railway parcels office, dating from 1883 and listed, to convert it to  
artists' studios, now achieved. Then in December 2013, Peter became  
Secretary of Dean Road Chapel Ltd ð a charity working to restore the Chapel 
to bring it back into use for the benefit of the local community. He continued his 
involvement until his death. 
 
That Peter was prepared to take on these new responsibilities is a mark both 
of his character and his diligence ð he wanted to be involved and wanted to 
do something for his community. More than that, though, he was prepared to 
take on leadership roles and it is this positive attitude to life that underpinned 
his approach to whatever he turned his hand to. Always ready to laugh, but 
always prepared to be counted, to do the work and to lead ð despite what 
life had thrown at him and without complaint. His disability was never an  
impediment to his ambition. 
 
As many readers will be aware, Peter had been diagnosed with leukaemia 
some years ago. This had necessitated regular visits to hospital for tests and 
treatments. His illness had been kept in check with medication but early in 
2024, his health started to deteriorate. Further treatments had not proved  
successful, and tests diagnosed that Peter was suffering from lymphoma. He 
entered St Catherineõs Hospice in Scarborough where he sadly died on 26th 
April 2024. 
 
Peterõs legacy, however, lives on; not only through the work he did to ensure 
that YHACS succeeded but also in the hearts and minds of those who knew him 
best. 
 
I personally valued Peterõs friendship a great deal and, over the years, as our 
friendship grew, my husband Brian and I also came to know his wife, Alison. 
Indeed, we were fortunate to visit Peter and Alison ôat homeõ in the summer of 
2022 while spending time in Scarborough for a YHACS meeting. It is a great 
regret that an action point I was given at a recent YHACS committee meeting 
to speak to Peter about a new project is now something that will not now be 
possible. 
 
In preparing this tribute, I have had two telephone conversations with Alison 
and I am grateful to her for supplying some of the background information I 
have used. I hope I have reported the facts correctly. But I am also grateful to 
Peter for leaving a summary of his career history on-line in a place where I 
could find it. It is a fact of life that we donõt always discuss these details with 
the people we know and care about ð and then, suddenly, itõs too late to ask. 
But I really can say that I could not have written this article without Peterõs help. 

 
Kevin Trickett MBE 

Hon President, YHACS.  
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Iõve been thinking a lot recently about the value of networking. My definition 
of this would be òconnecting with other like-minded people to share  
experiences, knowledge, problems and ideasó ð much as we do in YHACS. 
 
Thereõs a lot of focus on òsocial networkingó nowadays and the online platforms 
can be great for making connections beyond our normal geographical sphere, 
but Iõve been thinking more about face-to-face networking. 
 
There have been some great examples of this happening around our region in 
the past three months. 
 
First there was the Civic Voice/YHACS Spring Convention in Wakefield. Thank 
you so much to our Honorary President and former Chair Kevin Trickett MBE 
and his team at Wakefield Civic Society for organising such an interesting,  
informative and enjoyable event, paying attention to every detail. Those of 
you who werenõt able to make it missed a treat! 
 
The Saturday event at CAPA, the performing arts college, was packed with 
speakers who informed and inspired us. It was run at a breath-taking pace, 
hosted by Kevin with his usual impeccable timing. At one point I expected him to 
bring out a shepherdõs crook for those in danger of over-running their slot! 
 
We also had some amazing  
performances from the young 
singers and musicians at the  
college, which is an incredible  
crucible for young talent in the 
region. The passion of its  
principal, Claire Nicholson, is 
plain to see.  
 
Kevin led a fascinating and  
informative Friday afternoon 
walk around the Westgate Heritage Action Zone, including the back alleys you 
wouldnõt normally explore. The well-attended Friday evening dinner was a  
convivial affair with a presentation by Helen Featherstone, Director, England 
North with the National Lottery Heritage Fund. 
 
But what made this such a valuable experience was the chance to meet people 
from societies across the region and other parts of the country ð I believe the 
furthest was Southend ð and with representatives of organisations such as the 
Heritage Fund, Historic England, developers and others involved in Wakefieldõs 
regeneration. 
 
While we walked, we talked about our problems and improved our knowledge 
of the origins of cities. While we ate and drank we shared experiences and 
groaned at Kevinõs jokes! While we watched the presentations we made mental 
notes of ideas we could take back to our own societies. 
 
I came away energised and keener than ever to move YHACS and my own  
societies forward. 
 

Page 5 Volume 20, Issue 2  Society Insight 

VIEW FROM THE CHAIR 

Networking over coffee at 
the Civic Voice/YHACS 
Spring Convention in 
Wakefield. Photo by 
KRA:FT Media Services 
and used with permission 

of Wakefield Civic Society. 



One of the speakers, Louise Clare, the National Lottery Heritage Fund  
Northern Organiser, described the Convention as òone of the best events I 
have attended this yearó. She was so impressed she has opened up a dialogue 
with YHACS to explore how the Heritage Fund may be able to help with  
capacity-building for our societies and the civic movement in the region. The 
power of networking in action! 
 
Another great networking event was the Yorkshire Heritage Summit at Hull 
Minster, organised by the Yorkshire Society. YHACS is one of the societyõs  
Heritage Guardians and the Yorkshire Society is a member of YHACS. Paul 
Cartwright, a YHACS executive committee member and Chair of Pontefract 
Civic Society, played a key role in organising the weekend event, which  
included a symposium, exhibition, guided walks, bus tours and entertainment.  
We had a stall at the exhibition to promote YHACS and several of our  
member societies, including Hull, Beverley, Pontefract and Howden, had their 
own stalls. I had three hats on ð YHACS, Goole and Scarborough. We also got 
chance to network with other heritage groups with similar aims to ourselves, 
swapping literature and speaker dates and generally learning from each  
other. Members of the public were also genuinely interested in the civic move-
ment and we signposted them to their local societies. 
 
Coming up we have the YHACS summer event hosted by Grimsby, Cleethorpes 
and District Civic Society. We have a good number of people signed up, some 
of whom have been tempted to make it a weekend with the offer of fish and 
chips on the pier on the Friday night. Again there will be time for networking 
and sharing of ideas and projects. Thereõs still time to sign up if you havenõt 
already, or just come along on the day. 
 
Meanwhile some of our oldest societies have been doing their own networking. 
Hull, Wakefield and Scarborough all share 60th anniversaries this year and 
have organised reciprocal visits ð with Scarborough hosting both Hull and 
Wakefield members at the seaside in the next few weeks and Hull organising 
an anniversary celebration. What a great opportunity to learn from each  
other and meet like-minded people from around the region. 
 
In October, Leeds Civic Trust will be hosting another great networking event - 
the YHACS 25th anniversary lunch. We hope you will all come along and  
celebrate with us. 
 
So I would encourage you all to get networking ð with your fellow civic  
societies around the region, other organisations in your area or by coming to 
our YHACS events. You never know where it might lead.  
 
Here to help 
In my last View from the Chair, I invited societies seeking help and advice to 
contact the YHACS executive committee and some of you have taken up this 
opportunity. We have given advice on succession planning, Heritage Open 
Days and setting up a website. 
 
Our executive has 12 members from across the region with a huge collective 
fund of knowledge and experience. We represent societies big and small - 
Goole, Scarborough, Halifax, Ilkley, Keighley, Wakefield, Pontefract, Leeds, 
Hull, Selby, Grimsby and Cleethorpes and Knaresborough. We also have our 
Honorary President, Kevin Trickett, who has been involved with YHACS since 
2002.  
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As a committee we have been focusing on how YHACS can serve you, our  
members, better. Weõre considering what more we can offer you by way of 
meetings (live or virtual), advice and information on our website, making  
connections and active promotion of the civic movement in the region. 
Of course we are all busy volunteers and have limited time availability, which 
is why weõre keen to explore the capacity-building opportunity with the  
Heritage Fund. Weõre also looking at whether we need to refresh our branding 
in this our 25th year. 
 
Weõd love to hear your thoughts on these topics and we hope youõll all  
engage in a survey weõll be circulating to the membership in the coming weeks. 
Weõre also happy to help with any issues you are facing. 
 
Please get in touch with the YHACS executive committee by emailing 
info@yhacs.org.uk or speaking to any of our trustees. 
 
Footnote: 
In the last Society Insight, Dr Michael Farrimond from Beverley Civic Society 
wrote passionately about the damage that is being done to our towns and  
cities by failure to reinstate footpaths. 
 
I recently returned from a three-week tour of Italy with my husband John. We 
marvelled at the sights in Venice and Sorrento, the homes, churches and hotels 
built into the cliffs along the  rugged Amalfi coast and the historic sites and 
amazing architecture of Rome. 
 
I also found myself looking down and, right in the centre of Rome, I spotted this 
terrible example of lack of reinstatement of paving stones. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you, Beverley, for highlighting the problem ð maybe we should be in 
contact with our counterparts in Italy! 
 
Thank you. 

Margaret Hicks-Clarke 
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YHACS 25TH ANNIVERSARY LUNCH 

YHACS is celebrating its 25th Anniversary this year and to celebrate we are 
holding an anniversary lunch in Leeds. 
 
We hope that as many of you as possible will join us for the event, on  
Saturday 19th October. 
 
Thank you to Martin Hamilton and members of Leeds Civic Trust helping to  
organise the occasion and finding the perfect venue ð the Met Hotel (formerly 
the Metropolitan), King Street, which is only a few minutesõ walk from the  
railway station. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The day will start with welcome drinks at 11.45am, followed by lunch at 12, 
with a three-course set menu, wine, teas and coffees. This will be followed by 
a speaker (to be announced shortly). 
 
The cost is Ã42.50 per person and weõll be circulating full details and a  
booking form in the next few weeks. 
 
Please put a note of the date in your diary. We look forward to seeing you in 
Leeds. 
 

Margaret Hicks-Clarke 

THE WAKEFIELD WAY ð CIVIC VOICE CONVENTION  
RAISES THE BAR FOR CIVIC SOCIETY GATHERINGS! 

Anyone who attended the Civic Voice Convention held in Wakefield on 12th 
& 13th April will hardly need reminding that the event was a great success. 
(I appreciate that sounds a little boastful, but all the feedback we received was 
hugely positive so permit me to do a little bit of trumpet blowing!) 
 
Things got off to a very good start when the weather held on Friday afternoon 
for the guided walk around the Westgate Heritage Action Zone (HAZ) where 
there was much of interest to see, including the ôstar of the showõ ð 6-8 Silver 
Street (left), a medieval building dating from at least 1590 that has had  
extensive restoration as part of the HAZ project. The work removed cement  
render that had been in place for years and years to expose original timbers. 
Over 30 people took part in the walk and discovered that there is much to see 
ð and appreciate ð along some of Wakefieldõs back streets and historic yards. 



Later that evening, members of Wakefield Civic Society joined  
Convention delegates at Create Café for a drinks reception and three-
course dinner (right). Our guest speakers were Martin Hamilton, Chair 
of Civic Voice, and Helen Featherstone, Director of England North, the  
National Lottery Heritage Fund who talked about the sort of  
conservation work that had been enabled by the Fund. It was a very 
enjoyable evening with nearly 60 guests. Conversation and wine 
flowedé.. 
 
On Saturday, we moved across to the modern CAPA College building, 
conveniently located just opposite the main railway station. This  
building, an education centre for the creative and performing arts 
(hence CAPA) for 16-19 year-olds proved to be an ideal venue for the 
Convention. The Green Room Café (right) enabled the delegates and 
guest speakers to meet and chat informally over refreshments while the 
theatre proved to be a perfect setting for the main business of the day 
with a large screen, raked seats giving everyone a good view of  
proceedings and an effective pa system. (Perhaps the only lesson to be 
learned for the future would be to leave the house lights turned up a 
little as some audience members said it was a little dark to take notes.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After an introduction to the day by Wakefieldõs MP Simon 
Lightwood (above, left), some 12 guest presentations were 
delivered by speakers from Wakefield Council, Historic  
England, Rushbond, The National Lottery Heritage Fund, Edgelands Arts, (above,  
centre), CAPA College and the civic movement ð Wakefield and Pontefract Civic  
Societies, YHACS and Civic Voice, with me acting as compere for the day. The timing 
of presentations was tightly controlled to ensure that the day did not over run, and 
proceedings were further enlivened by performances from students of the College 
after lunch (above, right). Students were also on hand throughout the day to help look 
after guests. Images from the day were captured by ôofficial photographerõ Antony 
de Csernatony of Kra:ft Media Services, a corporate member of Wakefield Civic  
Society. 
 
Themes from the presentations included the mutual benefit to be obtained from  
working in partnership with others, particularly your local authority but also local  
creative partners, developers and others. While the case studies were in large part 
based on the experience of Wakefield Civic Society, other areas were featured and 
a presentation from Paul Cartwright of Pontefract Civic Society showed how two civic 

 Society Insight Volume 20, Issue 2 Page 9 



societies within the same metropolitan district tailored their approach and  
activities to suit their own circumstances and to play to their particular strengths.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Margaret Hicks-Clarke, Chair of 
YHACS, and Martin Hamilton, Chair 
of Civic Voice, stressed the value of being part of a larger movement,  
regionally through an active regional association such as YHACS, and  
nationally through membership of Civic Voice who were well-placed to speak 
to government on behalf of the movement.  
 
As lead organiser for the event, I was delighted with how well the  
arrangements came together ð it might have looked slick on the surface, but a 
lot of planning and preparation went on behind the scenes to make it work so  
perfectly. Having organised two successive national conventions ð Halifax with 
Halifax Civic Trust in 2023 and then this one at Wakefield, I think Iõll leave it to 
others to do the next ones! While they are great fun to do, they do cause quite 
a few sleepless nights. 
 
Iõd like to thank members of the Wakefield Civic Society Executive Committee 
for their support with the arrangements and Martin Hamilton, Margaret Hicks-
Clarke and Robert Osborne (St Albans Civic Society and Civic Voice trustee) 
for their help and support as members of the ôorganising committeeõ.  
 
Thanks also to all the guest speakers not only for agreeing to take part, but 
also for providing informative and entertaining presentations which, most  
importantly, ran to time.  
 
Chiefly, though, I want to thank everyone who supported the event by booking 
tickets ð it wouldnõt have been the same without you! 
 
 

Kevin Trickett MBE 
President, Wakefield Civic Society 

Photos in CAPA College courtesy of Antony de Csernatony of Kra:ft Media Services  
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THE WOMENõS SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT  
IN SCARBOROUGH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2024 is the 60th anniversary of the Scarborough Society and as part of our  
celebration we unveiled a plaque at 33 St Nicholas Cliff. It was timed to coincide 
with International Women's Day on March 8th and was very well attended with 
around 80 people to see Councillor Janet Jefferson, Scarborough's Deputy Charter 
Mayor and Dr Kirsty Ryder of the University of York do the honours.  The site is  
currently the North Yorks Art School shop.  
 
The initiative for the plaque came from Dr Ryder who was then a PhD candidate 
researching the Materiality of the Women's Suffrage Movement.   
 
In common with many towns around the country, people within Scarborough were 
debating the subject of suffrage before the turn of the twentieth century.  So it was 
into fertile ground that Adela Pankhurst stepped in 1908. She was the youngest 
daughter of Emmeline Pankhurst and Northern organiser for the WSPU. What 
brought her to Scarborough was the visit of Sir Edward Grey, the Foreign Secretary 
for the Liberal government. He was to speak to the Liberal Association at the 
Londesborough Theatre on Westborough. Although many Liberal MPs (including 
Walter Rea, the local member) were supportive of women's suffrage, the Prime 
Minister, Herbert Asquith, was a known detractor.  
 
The meeting in Scarborough was an opportunity for the WSPU ñ with its slogan 
'Deeds Not Words' ñ to amplify its message and make a media splash.  The  
Women's Social and Political Union (the WSPU) was founded in 1903 by Emmeline 
Pankhurst at her home in Manchester. Its membership was women only.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spurred on by the failure to make progress by constitutional means, the group 
turned to direct action, civil disobedience and a campaign of bombing, window-
smashing and arson attacks on prominent buildings and at the homes of leading  
politicians.  

Adrian Perry 



 

In my book, heritage and culture are heavily intertwined when it comes to 
promoting the best of what we have in Pontefract and across Yorkshire 
when promoting our rich history to visitors and locals, alike. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the back of my webinar for Civic Voice in January, I was invited to present 
(as you know) at the Civic Voice/YHACS Convention, but thatõs not all. Soon 
followed a similar invitation to talk about our events, such as WheelFest,  
Liquorice Shoots and Heritage Open Days at two Wakefield Council events, a 
Heritage Showcase in Pontefract Library and the new Heritage Framework 
launch in Wakefield Town Hall, followed by the icing on the cake, I attended 
the Heritage Trust Networkõs roadshow at Unity Works Wakefield. All of 
these have been full day events, which have given me an opportunity to  
showcase Pontefract and significant amount of volunteering Pontefract Civic 
Society does in ways which may be alien to most civic societies. At each of 
these events, the core presentation remained consistent, though with minor 
changes to suit the theme of each event and the time allowed on the  
programme. Nothing but positive responses have followed. 
 
On Saturday 8th Jun, Pontefract Civic Society 
staged WheelFest24, which was a spectacular 
success with 80 exhibiting vehicles, 20 outdoor 
displays, kidsõ rides, food vendors, 22 indoor 
craft stalls, 20 outdoor craft and charity stalls, 
and 16 costumed characters on parade led by 
our Town Crier, John Turner.  
 
Added to that was a full day of music hosted 
by Rhubarb Radio at the Buttercross main stage 
for local musicians including students from the 
Northern Music Academy, the Liquorice Singers. 
and a youth dance flash mob from DA Dance.  
Our newly planned second stage for 1940õs 
Ropergate was hosted by Channel 4õs Clare 
Brooke, with support from Alex McHale at The 
Old Post Office, included jive demonstrations, 
and music from Jess Poole (D Day Darling), the George Formby Society,  
Altofts & Normanton Brass Band and Joseph OõBrien (Sinatra tribute). We 
were fortunate again to partner with KLH Craft Fair in St Giles Church and 
they also managed all our additional vendor and charity bookings, excluding 
vehicles. 
 
The 1940õs zone included news archives from wartime Pontefract on several 
large A boards, as well as vehicles of the period and armament displays, plus 
our members created a sentry box and a road closure barrier manned by two 

HERITAGE SELLS 
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ARP wardens, and a mock up unexploded bomb surrounded by barriers and 
sandbags.  
 
Phil Cook, vice chair and event organiser said, òI am immensely proud of the  
team-effort and partner support that we achieved in pulling off our biggest  
community event to date. The businesses on Ropergate got into the 1940õs spirit 
dressing windows and in some case, themselves, the street displays from the  
Decoration Squad and the stage entertainment went down a storm.ó 
 
The event was officially opened at 10am by the Cllr Darren Byford, Mayor of 
Wakefield Council, who toured the exhibits, stalls and craft fair accompanied by 
civic society chair, Paul Cartwright in the morning. Karen Haddock and Lynne 
Hartley, KLH Craft Fair, said, òWe had a fantastic day with around 1000 visitors 
coming through the doors of St Giles Church, whom we thank on this occasion for 
accommodating us; that was 400 up on WheelFest23.ó This was our most ambitious 
event to date, and in spite of early rain and the wind, the feedback for every-
one has been really positive and encouraging.   
 
Some competition winners on the day were Pontefractõs Mark Barnesõ 1977  
Pontiac Firebird Transam which won the best 4-wheel vehicle and above, and 
Knottingleyõs Colin Ashmoreõs Rewako RF1 2004 trike won the best three-wheel 
vehicle and below, both judged by Castleford Tigers players. Also, young  
Cameron Johnson won the best recycled model which was a school bus made 
from a drinks carton.  
 
We want to thank all our business sponsors and announce WheelFest25 for  
Saturday 14 Jun, 2025. Entries have not opened yet, and Pontefract Civic  
Society believe next year will be bigger and better. 

Paul Cartwright 
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WETHERBY 200 

Some time ago now the Wetherby Old Menõs Parliament asked the question, 
òWhat was being done about the two hundredth anniversary of the Great Sale of 
Wetherby?ó when the Duke of Devonshire sold, by auction, virtually the 
whole of Wetherby.  No one knows why he did it, perhaps to cover gambling 
debts or improvements to Chatsworth House. 
 
Enquiries by the Old Menõs Parliament and the Civic Society revealed nothing 
was being done, so to avoid the event sliding into historic oblivion, some  
interested people from both groups and others got together and Wetherby 200 
was created, supported by local business, the Wetherby Town Council, Leeds 
City Councilõs Year of Culture and other enthusiastic local people. Things then 
started to roll.   
 
Practical support also came from the people and businesses of the town and we 
were on the road.  Using state of the art equipment the whole of the Sale  
Catalogue was scanned by the British Library at Boston Spa and recorded  
digitally.  Copies will be sold and, on the day, there will be an unveiling of a 
plaque on the Town Hall, guided walks, two talks on the auction and a special 
peal of bells the day before. 
 

Now it is getting closer!  With under 100 days to go before Saturday 12th  
October, plans are well advanced.  Letõs hope the weather is kind to us! 
 

Roger Taylor 
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FILMING IN THE YORKSHIRE  
DALES NATIONAL PARK 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the things which make the Yorkshire Dales a distinctive place is the 
unique built heritage of the area.  Vernacular buildings in the Dales tend to 
be simple, unfussy, honest, robust and functional, using local building traditions 
and the predominant use of local stone. The Upper Wharfedale Field Society 
Vernacular Buildings Study Group produced a document in 2002 called 
òGrassington and The Great Rebuilding.ó 
 
A look at the vernacular buildings in the area shows that most of them were 
built in the 17th century and a closer look shows that they were improved in the 
late 17th to early 18th centuries.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They were mainly built of stone: 

Rubble - limestone ôlumpsõ that could be roughly dressed for building walls. 
Gritstone or freestone - a hard coarse sandstone which can be dressed 
and is suitable for the openings in the house, i.e. doorways and windows 
and for the quoins at the corners of the walls. 
Stone Flags used for floorings and as roof tiles. 
Firestone - a hard sandstone used for fireplaces and ôbackstonesõ; and  
Cobbles - round stones from riverbeds used for pathways and roads. 

 
In addition to the stone, large amounts of timber were used for roofing and 
flooring upper rooms. The blacksmith, too, played an important part by the 
production of nails, door furniture and cooking utensils.  
 
The foundations were rudimentary compared with todayõs standards. It was 
usually sufficient to roughly level the ground and then cover it with thick  
flagstones.  
 
Nearly all the houses were built to the same òlobby entranceó style. They had 
an upper storey, one room deep and the number of ground floor rooms, or 
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ôcellsõ, depended on the affluence of the owner. The largest room was the house
-body, which contained the fireplace on which all the cooking was done as well 
as, usually, providing the only source of heat. 
 

Because of its largely unspoilt heritage, a lot of our  
individual villages and surrounding areas still look very 
much as they did when they were first built. So it isnõt 
surprising that when film companies want to film  
something set in bygone days, they turn to the  
authenticity of the old dales villages. 
 
òAll Creatures Great and Smalló is set in the Yorkshire 
Dales in a fictional village called Darrowby in the  
beginning of the mid-1930s. Most of you will know that 
the series was based on the books of veterinary  
surgeon, Alf Wright, who wrote under the pseudonym 
of James Herriot. 
 

The original TV series (1978-1990) was filmed in the villages of Askrigg and 
Bainbridge, with other locations filmed in Swaledale, Arkengarthdale and 
Wensleydale at some of the countless farmsteads. Local churches, railway  
stations, cricket clubs, public houses and grand houses were used as locations.  
 
Now, Grassington, just over the River Wharfe to me, is the home of the fictional 
market town of Darrowby. It was chosen for a few reasons. A good base with 
wonderful countryside for drone work and filming in other locations and  
because there arenõt any modern houses in the village centre. 
 
Filming began in 2020 and is ongoing with each series filmed. It is going on 
now and on film days, many of the Grassington businesses have their shopfronts 
transformed into the late 1930s to reflect the types of businesses in existence 
then.  
 
Itõs such fun watching the TV series and spotting all the locations as they appear 
on the screen! 
 

Judith Blackburn 

KEIGHLEY CIVIC SOCIETY  
AN APPEAL FOR INFORMATION 

Has anybody any experience of using Local Government ôProtect our Pubsõ 
policy to save a thriving, local, heritage hostelry as a pub and fight  
attempts to convert it to a nail bar or similar? 
 
We have one such in Keighley and the ôregularsõ are ready to do anything  
legal to keep their ôlocalõ. 
 
Please email the Secretary at Honseckcsoc@gmail.com   
Or phone Jane Lee on 07576 545727. 
 

Jane Lee 

mailto:Honseckcsoc@gmail.com


Grimsby, Cleethorpes and district Civic Society were kindly invited to have 
a stand at NELCõs first and recent, Construction and Heritage Skills Fair.  If 
nothing else, we are making headway in getting ourselves known amongst local 
council officers regarding the need to take care of heritage whilst asking ques-
tions about ômissingõ items!   
 
The second day was an ôopen eventõ for all ages, but the first day was  
particularly aimed towards introducing opportunities in construction and  
heritage skills to approximately 300 Year 9 and 10 students from 4 local 
schools.  The event included outdoor ôhands onõ involvement from stonemasons, 
scaffolders, and builders and also Lincoln Cathedral craftsmen; indoor input 
came from architects, Heritage Lincolnshire, training providers, Grimsby, Lincoln 
and Hull Colleges and ourselves. 
 
It is very rare that our Society has had the opportunity to interact with a  
predominantly young age group so tailored our stand accordingly whilst  
posing the question òWhat does HERITAGE mean to you?ó  
 
We had on display parts of the Bannister Fountain given to the people of 
Grimsby in 1869 and a continuing project for us; for many years it was ôlostõ 
until found out of town and broken but thankfully, retrieved.  We also  
introduced our student audience to various images (see examples below) of  
local, well-known heritage pointers: buildings, people and artefacts which  
together covered a variety of situations such as the social, industry and leisure 
of our area.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But did students know their backstories?  We spoke to many students about 
these images before asking them to add to our Post-it note board òWhat does 
HERITAGE mean to you?ó  We didnõt expect all to respond and of course many 
didnõt (or didnõt give an answer relevant to the question!), but here is a resume 
of those responses.  
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WHAT DOES HERITAGE MEAN 
TO YEARS 9 &10? 



òWhat does HERITAGE mean to you?.........ó. 
 
Not unexpectedly, ôHistoryô dominated as an explanation: 
11 responded just with the word ôHistoryõ with a further 3 expanding with ôof 
Grimsbyõ or ôourõ or ôa piece of historyõ and another ôhistory of the/our townõ 
plus: 

History of a place  
History of the local 
History of life before we were born 
Background in history 
History that shaped the way we live now 
Rediscovering history 

  Old history  
History of where we are  
 

3 thought ôfamilyõ as an appropriate response but confusingly 1 added 
ôgeneticsõ and another ôreligionõ (perhaps influenced by world events?) 
 
2 said it was ôabout the pastõ and another that it ôreminds us about the pastõ 
Students much in tune with the task and obviously get it are that Heritage 
means to them: 

ôWhere we have come from and who we areõ 
ôWhat this town has become from the pastõ 
ôShows people where they come fromõ 
ôIt's about the people who made itõ 
And a very wordy ôRepresents how we got our reputationõ but we can 
tell what they meanté.. 
 

Disappointing, though valid views from young teenagers, included: 
 ôLots of building but doesn't mean much to meõ and ôabout the past but doesn't 
mean much to anyone anymoreõ and dismissive ôOld and has something to do with 
historyõ and ôLot of old buildings.õ 
 
Vague but hopeful responses included ôIt's interestingõ and ôMotivates me to get 
outõ and also ôMakes me proud to live here ô ôThings with historic meaningõ and a 
ôis something to do with someone's past in a good wayõ and a very vague  
ôlovelyõ ! 
 
2 responses, perhaps more in tune with recycling, thought heritage is to do with 
ôPass(ed) down items.õ 
 
Perhaps having been influenced by the heritage craft skills seen at the event, 
thoughts included: ôHeritage is the restoring of historical sites and preserving  
history so it lasts longerõ and ôHistoric buildingsõ and ôTaking care of old houses 
and landmarks.õ 
 
A few responses were obviously influenced by specific examples from our local 
history mentioning railways, fish and food. 
 
Missing the point slightly were comments such as ôHeritage means everything  
because of our grandparentsõ and an appreciative ôI think retro stuff is better 
than new stuffõ and ôResources in our cityõ though we can decipher what they 
meant. 
 
But probably the most expansive explanation for that ôHeritage is the history of 
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the worldõõ. 
 
It turns out that very many students hadnõt known before our admittedly small 
input, why these buildings, artifacts and ôold stuffõ were in our towns ð and just 
accepted that they were ôthereõ without knowing why and how.   
 
So there you have it ð a very varied interpretation of what HERITAGE means to 
Years 9&10! 
 
 
 
Examples of the ôheritage pointersõ used: 
 
copper relief on the side of ex-Wilko store in Old Market Place 

Grim is the English form of the common Scandinavian male given name 
Grímr (and how we get our place name: Grimsby) .  The story, is in the 
anonymous early 14thC English poem òHavelokó 
 

The Kasbah  
An area of Grimsby Docks which defines the oldest part at the root of 
Grimsby being the oldest and largest fishing port in the world.   
 

Grimsby Town Football Club ground Blundell Park  
Built on ground bought from Cambridgeõs Sidney Sussex College in 1899, 
but the college had purchased the land with a legacy from Peter Blundell 
in 1616.   
 

Rod Temperton, 261 Grimsby Road, Cleethorpes 
Born in Cleethorpes, Rod started out being a drummer in a school band and 
worked as a fish filleter for Ross Frozen Foods in Grimsby before making 
music his career.  Years later, he became a writer including the main track 
on Michael Jacksonõs Thriller album 
 

Albert Drinking Fountain 
Presented to the town in 1869 by Mayor Edward John Bannister, to offer 
free, clean water presumably in an effort to help prevent Cholera  
 

Cleethorpes Railway Station 
Opened in 1863 by Manchester Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway, the 
same company developed Grimsby Fish Docks to become the largest in 
the world, developed Cleethorpesõ Pier and Promenade in the 870s as a 
place for safe, clean entertainment and Ross Castle  
 

Great Grimsby Ice Factory 
Grimsbyõs unique but long-time derelict Ice Factory building is thought to be 
the earliest and largest known survival in the world.  Its contribution  
towards Grimsby becoming the busiest fishing port and therefore at the 
forefront of the frozen food industry generally, makes it an important 
building in food preservation and production history. 

 
 

Sue Milsom for GCDCS 
Photos Courtesy of S Milsom and G Bassett 
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Great Grimsby Ice Factory Trust is working in partnership with the local  
authority and port operator to bring a lost kipper smoking house back into 
life. 
 
Great Grimsby Ice Factory Trust was set up by the Civic Society in 2010 to  
secure the future, not just of the Grade 2 Star listed Grimsby Ice Factory but 
the historic Victorian fishing docks which provide its setting (now part of the 
ôKasbahõ sector of Grimsbyõs Heritage Action Zone). Ironically, although much of 
the estate had fallen into disuse, there has always been a hard core of  
fish-processing activity, operating out of Victorian units leased under short-term 
contracts. This only enhanced the slightly secretive Dickensian atmosphere of the 
area. 
 
While there is much local dispute about the ôKasbahõ, the name continues to 
provide a vivid identity for the regeneration of the docks. With the  
co-operation of Associated British Ports, the Councilõs Heritage Projects  
Manager, Stella Jackson has steered a number of new businesses towards the 
funding needed to restore the historic estate.   Around 20 buildings are  
currently involved in regeneration projects with renovated workspaces  
inhabited by arts, business and food clients. 
 
While new owner Tom Shutes continues with his plans to renovate Grimsby Ice 
Factory, Great GIFT, is nearing completion of its own project to bring the  
long-disused Petersonõs Smoke House and the adjacent Building 89 (òFredõs 
Fishó) (below) back to their original use. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
There have been several delays since 2021 when 
GIFT was awarded £1m of grant funding from the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund and the  
Architectural Heritage Fund: Covid and lockdown 
were big obstacles, and it took until April 2022 to complete  
opening-up works and allow surveyors to assess the true condition of 
the buildings. More technical issues meant that the local firm which won 
the tender to deliver the main construction work, E.S. Rudkin, were not 
able to come on-site until March 2023. And once work began, further 
problems were discovered such as asbestos, dry rot, damp and a 
main roof beam in Building 89 that had to be reinforced.  These issues 
were not entirely unexpected given the age and condition of the buildings.  
 
However, they added to the cumulative effect of delays due to Covid and raw 
material cost increases following Brexit. We have been spending money from 
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PETERSONõS SMOKE HOUSE 
HEADS FOR THE FINISH-LINE 



day one (we had to pay interest on our loan from the Architectural Heritage 
Fund, for instance) even if no productive work is being done. This has meant 
that the project has twice faced the real possibility of a cash shortfall. Luckily, 
our chair Vicky Hartung has been able to negotiate additional funding from the 
National Lottery, Historic England and North East Lincolnshire Council. 
 
While project completion has been extended to December 2024, a recent  
Festival of the Sea open day on 22 June 2024 allowed us to show that the two 
buildings are now very near completion and looking better than they have 
done for 20 years.  
 
We hope that YHACS members will take the opportunity to see the completed 
buildings for Heritage Open Day on 14th September. 
 
You can see more at our website https://thekasbah.co.uk/ 

Graeme Bassett 
Secretary, Great Grimsby Ice Factory Trust 

Photos courtesy of Vicky Hartung 
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FROM OLD GOOLE TO  
COMMANDER OF THE FLEET 

 

In June Goole Civic Society unveiled its sixth blue plaque in honour of Sir 
Bertram Fox Hayes.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sir Bertram was born in Birkenhead in 1864 before his family moved to live in 
Old Goole in 1867. Sir Bertram remembers his time in Goole, including being 
pulled out of the Dock, and received his education and started his career in the 
town. The Hayes left Goole in 1880 and Sir Bertram began his career as a 
sailor. A rapid rise saw Sir Bertram become a Captain of the White Star Line 
and commanding the Atlantic steamers. In 1912 he served as an expert witness 
to the Titanic Enquiry, where he gave evidence on the character of Sir Bruce  
Ismay. 
 
Alongside his career with the White Star Line Sir Bertram served with  
distinction in the 2nd South Africa War and First World War, with the Royal 
Naval Reserve. In the latter conflict Sir Bertram was the Captain of the SS 
Olympic and received acclaim for ramming a German submarine. For his war 
service Sir Bertram received his knighthood and the DSO. Sir Bertram ended 
his career as Commander of the White Star Line in 1927 and spent his  
retirement in voluntary roles, including becoming the Master of the Honourable 
Company of Master Mariners.  

https://thekasbah.co.uk/


Sir Bertram never lost his connection with Goole writing his memories of the town 
in several souvenir brochures and returning to the town in 1935. Goole is proud 
of its connection with one of Britainõs leading Mariners and appreciates how the 
current owner of the building values it history and heritage.  

 
 
 

Special thanks go Paul Eeles for generously funding the Blue Plaque and the  
current owners of the building David and Kelly Billany for allowing the Society 
to place the plaque on their house.  
 

Stephen Walker,  
Trustee, Goole Civic Society 
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HEADINGLEY BEAR PIT RESTORED 

I donõt know how many readers know this, but Leeds Civic Trust owns a 
bear pit!  
 
The Trust was founded in 1965 and flush with an endowment that was kindly  
bestowed on us to start us off, we promptly decided to blow it on a Grade II 
listed folly in Headingley, just down from the rugby and cricket ground! We  
purchased the bear pit for £128 and set about restoring it (for the first time!) 
 
The Leeds Zoological and Botanical Gardens were established in 1840 but were 
never a success, and the gardens eventually closed after 18 years in debt with 
the land sold off to build expensive villas for the growing middle classes. Whilst 
they were open they boasted trees and flowers, fountains and ponds and an 
eclectic collection of animals ð mostly small but including a racoon, alligator and 
two parrots as well as more native species. The big attraction was a bear (or 
bears as we now understand ð there were two of them). They were probably 
from Eastern Europe and were kept in cramped conditions in òthe bear pitó ð a 
castle-like structure set back from Cardigan Road on the right-hand side as you 
walk up towards Headingley Stadium. When the trust took the building on, this 
was essentially the only recognizable feature remaining of the original gardens. 
 
Over the last 60 years, the Trust has tried to make something of this strange 
Headingley feature. Offices, flats and even a mini concert arena have been  
considered only to be thwarted, often by the planning process. All the while, we 
have tried to keep the site maintained ð keeping the grass cut and weeds down 
but until recently have never had the money to make something of it. 
 
In the end, the Trust came to the conclusion that the Bear Pit should be  
maintained as a folly and this is what the last 10 years have focused on. It has 
taken us time to raise the necessary funds to realise this ambition (effectively a 
second restoration), but after a lot of effort from our volunteers led by Graham 
Castle and Richard Voss, we have finally achieved something that can be  

An advert for the botanical 
gardens (which were also 

known as the Royal  
Gardens) 



enjoyed by the public. 
 
We used an excellent construction company  
(R H Fullwood & Co in South Emsall) to  
rebuild and repoint the structure, level the 
ground in which it is set using gabions as  
retaining walls, provide level access for 
wheelchairs and even a picnic table.  The 
bearpit itself ð which had fallen into serious 
disrepair, has been restored by adding long 
lost courses of bricks and by bringing back 
railings around the top of the bear pit,  
people will once again be able to look down 
on the pit and think about the rather sad life 
that the bears must have led. The building works also uncovered a central stone 
in the pit ð which is where we think a scratching post must have been  
ocated, and a stone trough to provide the bear with water. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whilst this will never be open to the public 24/7, we hope to provide far more 
access ð particularly to local residents and schools, than has been possible in 
the last 60 years.   
 
The finishing touches will be an interpretation board and the introduction of 
planting ð possibly taking inspiration from species found in the original  
botanical gardens. 
 
We held a preview event for our members a couple of weeks ago but plan to 
do a proper òribbon cuttingó later in the summer. 
 

 
Martin Hamilton 
Leeds Civic Trust 
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The Bear Pit in poor condition in 1996 
when Leeds Civic Trust purchased it 

Members of Leeds Civic Trust visit the  
restored bear pit 

The òcastleó in 
front of the bear 
pit in its newly 
restored state 

The inside of the 
bear pit showing 
the newly  
revealed stone 
trough and  
central square 
stone where a 
scratching post 
would have been 
attached 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Spen Valley Civic Society likes to take part in the annual national Heritage 
Open Days Festival. This yearõs theme is òRoutes, Networks and Connections.ó 
So we looked at heritage waymarkers in our area and are restoring a  
fingerpost sign and a milestone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The fingerpost (above, left) is on the A649 Dewsbury-Halifax Road, currently 
in a sorry fingerless state. Weõre hoping to have completed its revival in time 
for an opening ceremony during the 2024 Heritage Open Days Festival 6-15th 
September. See www.heritageopendays.org.uk for events in your area.  
 
This is the third fingerpost weõve saved. Pictured above right, is one we did in 
1996. Do you have any forlorn rusty columns you could rescue? 
 

The milestone (left) weõre tackling is on the 
A62 Leeds-Huddersfield Road near  
Heckmondwike. We hope once itõs painted 
bright white and black again, the milestone 
will be appreciated by passers-by.  
 
Itõs one of hundreds that were made by 
Brayshaw and Booth at their foundry in  
Liversedge, close by. The company was  
commissioned to provide milestones to  
waymark routes across Yorkshire in the 19th 
century, so you may know of one near your 
home. Weõd be happy to hear from your 
society with news of those in your òpatchó. 
Once you become aware of fingerposts and 
milestones, they are very interesting. Have a 
look at The Milestone Societyõs website  
www.milestonesociety.co.uk  which allows 

you to search and also to add unrecorded milestones and fingerposts to their 
database. 

 
 

Erica Amende 
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HERITAGE WAYMARKERS 

http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk
http://www.milestonesociety.co.uk


Halifax Civic Trust Awards have been made since 1992 to encourage  
high-quality design and craftsmanship in schemes in Halifax and the  
surrounding countryside. 
 
Winning projects have included restored mills, the Peopleõs Park, houses, shops 
and warehouses, new schools, medical centres and housing, everything from a 
walled garden to a restored 240-year-old sundial.   
 
Awards are given for high-quality new building, the reuse and restoration of 
old buildings, landscaping or any other work of a high standard which makes a 
significant improvement to the fabric of the town or countryside of Halifax and 
largely carried out or completed in the previous calendar year.  Winners  
receive a certificate and a green plaque. 
 
Recent winners have been the Former Magistrates Court and Police Station, 
Trinity Academy, Duke of Wellingtonõs Regimental Memorial and the former 
County Court converted to 14 much needed supported living apartments.   
 
The Viewing Platform, Beacon Hill by Rotary Halifax  
This came out of idea born in 2010 and was accomplished as part of the  
Rotary Centenary for 2022 and involved design, fundraising, liaison with  
Calderdale Council and a vision to showcase the remarkable beauty of Beacon 
hill and the modern-day vista of Halifax. The project was completed in May 
2023.    

The Award 
Alan Goodrum chair of Halifax Civic Trust stated that òHalifax Rotary should 
be commended on an imaginative design, high standard of workmanship, 
maintenance, community basis & valuable Interpretation of the town as it now 
is. The development is a worthy winner of the Halifax Civic Trust 2024 Awardó. 

 
The working group from Halifax Rotary  
included Michael Steele, Bryan Harkness, Ken 
Robertshaw, Andrew Marshall and architect 
Grant Stott.  They were presented with a 
certificate of the award by the Mayor Cllr 
Ashley Evans and Halifax Civic Trust will  
present Halifax Rotary with a plaque at a 
future unveiling event.  
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HALIFAX CIVIC TRUST AWARDS 
HALIFAX ROTARY WITH A CIVIC TRUST AWARD 

Pictured (right) with the Mayor 
Councillor Ashley Evans,  

Mayoress Rosie Tatchell, and 
Michael Steele, Ken  

Robertshaw, Bryan Harkness and 
Grant Stott and Alan Goodrum 

Chair of Halifax Civic Trust. 


