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INSIGHT

BEVPTYHOMESAND
THEHOUSINCCRISIS

| recently attended an online seminar organised by Civic Voice which posed
the qguestion o0Can Empty Homes have
Crisis?o

a

lan Harvey, Executive Director of Civic Voice, was in conversation with Adam Cliff
Secretary and Policy Lead for the Empty Homes Network (EHN). There were 89
garticipants from around the country.

as an empty homes officer in local government and has been in his current role
si@cé' 19. He is passionate about highlighting the issues and exploring how
empty homes can help address the UK®G.
h 0O . .
)ll%ﬁ @-l% Bey explained that the sessiol

engagément with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). lan
acknowledged that while Civic Voice recognises there is a housingitingjs
statistigs on waiting lists, homelessness, and the increasing cost ofti®using
undérstood why many believe there should be an equally strong focus on
refurbishing and repurposing exi sti
ambitions.

n

Adam provided a detailed overview of the current landscape for empty homes in
¥h@ §K, sharing insights based on his extensive experience. He explained that
gational empty homes figures are calculated using data provided by local
authorities through their Council Tax records, which categorise properties by the
length of vacancy and reason for inoccupation. The figures are then aggregated
to create a national picture, although differing definitions can lead to
InBonsistencies.

rd Defining Empty Homes

% elLeéss thd&h 6 months empt{211,836) Properties registered as empty for less
than 6 months, often in transition, awaiting sale, probate, or undergoing
e . rgngvations.
? OLorgy Teznm Empty268,009): Properties empty for 6 months to 2 years. These
are often the focus of council efforts and are the figures referred to by
housing charity Shelter.
Long Term EmptiHomes Premiun{75,803): Homes empty for over 2 years,
subject to escalating council tax premiums (100% at 2 years, 200% at 5
years, and 300% at 10 years) to incentivise reuse.
Second Home$§263,318): Properties not used as a primary residence,
. typi%a:ﬁy as holiday homes or investments, common in coastal areas and some
London boroughs.

3
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T Unoccupied Exemption&24,643)**: Homes vacant for specific
reasons such as probate, derelict, repossession, owner imprisonment, or
owners moving to care, which are exempt from council tax.

T Total: 1,044,609

Can EHN play a meaningful role in addressing the housing crisis?
Adamds response to the question was
is not going to be sufficient to address the housing crisis on their own. He
stressed that we must build more housing and cannot rely on empty homes as
the sole solution. He suggested that bringingtemy empty homes (268,009
properties) back into use more quickly would require political action. He
emphasised the need for a stronger national focus from politicians, stating that
investment in this sector could help bringtemg empty homes

back into use within this parliamentary term.

Chat Discussion Highlights
While lan and Adam discussed the issues, the 89 participants engaged
actively in the chat function. Key points raised include:

T Repurposing empty buildingsTo clarify, empty neresidential
properties, such as retail units or upper floors of shops, are typically not
included in the standard empty homes statistics, as these figures usually
focus on residential properties recorded through Council Tax data.
However, the chat function felt there is potential to repurpose these
underutilised spaces to support housing needs.

1 Empty Homes Statistics and Challeng@$ere was consensus that the
figures on empty homes vary widely, contributing to confusion over the
scale of the issue. For example, N&#st Lincolnshire has over 2,000
empty properties, while others sai
their area.

T Local Authority InvolvementEx a mpl es such as Bi r mi
Property Strategy, which aims to bring 350 properties back into use each
year, were highlighted. However, o
council had an empty homes officer, as many councils lack the resources or
dedicated officers to address the issue effectively, leading to consistent
responses.

1 Regulatory and Policy Issue£alls were made for a clearer national
policy that recognises the contribution of repurposed properties.

Inequalities in VAT treatment between renovations and new builds were
also identified as a major barrier.

1 Impact of Buyto-Let and Foreign OwnershiParticipants noted that
second homes, big-let properties, and foreign ownership contribute
significantly to empty homes, particularly infighand areas like
London.

The discussion concluded with several participants expressing interest in
creating stronger local links between civic societies and empty homes teams.

Adam will return for a followap session once updated figures on empty homes
are released. If you would like to be involved in future sessions or want to
discuss how your civic society can contribute to tackling empty homes, please
get in touch with Civic Voice.

After the seminar | checked the statistics of my local council, North Yorkshire,
and discovered some very interesting figures in a news report from September



Volume 20, Issue 3 Society Insight Page3

2023. North Yorkshire Council said there were over 3,000tiemg empty properties

across the whole county and more than 6,500 people on the waiting list for social housing.

Around 800 of the empty properties were in the former Borough of Scarborough. Councillor

Simon Myers, Executive Member for Housing,Gsdich e counci | i's working on
has announced a probe into why the number of ve

The figures from North Yorkshire Council show there are nearly 8a@idongmpty
properties in Scarborough and Whitby, a figure that is increasing. there are a number of
reasons why homes are left empty.

Long term empty properties
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From April 2023 North Yorkshire Council have adopted a policy to implement a 100
percent Council Tax premium for empty premises left unoccupied and substantially
unfurnished for a year or more.

An officerdés report highlighted how at the end
in the Harrogate borough area and over 500 empty homes in the Craven and Hambleton

areas. Richmondshire and Ryedale had nearly 400 empty homes and there were more than

200 in the Selby area. The report added that demand for affordable housing was set to

rise as residents struggled with mortgage payments and rental costs, fuelled by a forecast

downturn in housebuilding completions. Councillor Myers 88iel: ar e devel opi ng a
countywide strategy as while some boroughs and districts had tackled the issue, going as far

as compulsory purchases, some councils did not have a strategy but only Scarborough and
Harrogate had designated empty homes officers. ¢

Links you may find interesting:

https://ehnetwork.org.uk

https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/practicatapproachcouncilsdealing-empty-
homes

John Clarke
YHACS Committee member


https://ehnetwork.org.uk
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/practical-approach-councils-dealing-empty-homes
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/practical-approach-councils-dealing-empty-homes
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VIEWFROM THECHAIR

When | wrote my last View from the Chair in July, we had just voted in a

new Government who had campaigned on Blanifesto for Chanyie

didndt have to wait |l ong to find ou
and housing. Within days, the new Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeve
announced Labourdés mission to Get B
deliver 1.5 million homes over the next five years.

Then, on 30July, the Deputy Prime Minister, Angela Rayner, set out her
reforms to ofix the foundations of
an eightweek consultation exercise on proposed changes to the National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).

This heralded a busy summer for the civic movement as we tried to work out
what the changes would mean for our local communities and prepare our
responses to the consultation.

For the first time it is proposed to make housing targets mandatory, with the
way they are calculated changed so they better reflect local needs. This new
method of calculation would boost housing growth across every region.

In Yorkshire and the Humber, it would mean a 47 per cent uplift, from 18,699
under the current method to 27,433 under the proposed method.

Other highlights of the changes include:

T Creating a generation of new towns, with Sir Michael Lyons appointed to
lead an independent taskforce on this.

T Actively promoting more browield development and homebuilding at
greater densities in urban centres.

T Requiring councils to review their grbett land if needed to meet their
targets, identifying andeptidotanids
defined as land in the green belt comprising of previously developed land
and any other parcels and/or areas of gredrelt land that make a limited
contribution to the five gredselt purposes. Golden rules would be put in
place to ensure mandatory provision for 50 per cent affordable housing in
any new development and infrastructure upgrades to support new housing.

1 Making it easier to build key infrastructure such as laboratories,
gigafactories and data centres, as well as making changes to deliver more
large onshore wind projects and solar development across the country.

1 Boosting the number of local planning officers by 300.

Civic Voice took the lead in-oodinating a national response to the
consultation, engaging with civic societies and community groups across the
country, including many societies and individuals from Yorkshire and the
Humber. It organised seven events, attended by 202 individuals and received
405 responses through an online survey and 366 detailed email submissions
from individuals, civic societies and other community organisations.

Civic Voiceds Regional Forum was r e
Executive committee member Paul Cartwright represents YHACS on this grouy
and | also joined the discussions.

The YHACS Executive decided not to produce a Yorkshire and Humber
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response, as our societies are so diverse and we have limited capacity.
However, we encouraged individual societies to engage with Civic Voice and,
where possible, to submit their own responses.

You can read the Civic Voice submission and also download responses
produced by Leeds Civic Trust and Wakefield Civic Society on the Civic Voice
website- https://www.civicvoice.org.uk/news/civicsocietiesshare
submissionsto-nppf-consultation/

Key points from the Civic Voice response included calls for:

1 Targeted reforms and stronger public sector involvement to ensure that the
urgent need for affordable and social housing is met, preventing
private developers from simply prioritising hegid development.

1 Strengthening of Statements of Community Involvement, ensuring that
local communities have a meaningful role in shaping major planning
decisions at every stage of development.

1 Enhanced strategic planning at-sabional levels, potentially overseen by
combined authorities, to address complex housing and infrastructure
issues.

9 Pl anning policy to support the Governmentos
ensuring developments are enegfficient and contribute to carbon
reduction targets. Civic Voice is calling for reform to the VAT system to
incentivise retrofitting and refurbishment of existing homes.

So what next?The consultation ended orfZBeptember and the Government

is considering the responses. It has promised to complete this by the end of the
year, which seems ambitious but probably necessary if the commitment to 1.5
million new homes has any chance of being met.

Meanwhile Civic Voice is continuing the conversation, particularly on how
community involvement might be strengthened at tiregiobal level and
how greybelt policy can be implemented effectively.

| would also urge societies to complete a survey launched by the Ministry for
Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) on the future of national
planning policy relating to the demolition, redevelopment, and retrofit of
buildings. The survey takes- 1D minutes to complete and covers perceptions

of local and national planning policy, factors that influence planning decisions,
and potential updates to national planning guidance. The deadline for
submission is 31st October.

CIVIC RESURGENCE

n

One of the positives to this summerds activity

after an unfortunate period. | know some societies have questioned the need to
be members of both YHACS and Civic Voice but | believe this has
demonstrated the value of both.

YHACS has continued to support societies in the region with advice and
practical help while also contributing to an important national debate through
its membership of the Civic Voice Regional Forum. This is not something we
would have had the capacity to do alone.

Our engagement with the Regional Forum has brought us into closer contact
with our neighbours across the Pennines, who are now working to reactivate the
North West Association of Civic Trusts and Societies (NWACTS). A stronger


https://www.civicvoice.org.uk/news/civic-societies-share-submissions-to-nppf-consultation/
https://www.civicvoice.org.uk/news/civic-societies-share-submissions-to-nppf-consultation/
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civic movement in the North will benefit us all.

THANK YOU GRIMSBY AND CLEETHORPES

Thank you to Grimsby, Cleethorpes and District Civic Society for hosting the
YHACS Summer Meeting. The welcome was warm though sadly the weather
was not!

Some of us hardy souls braved the rain for a Friday afternoon walk around
the historic Kasbah at Grimsby Dagkge | | wor th a vi sit
the public so youdll need to arrang

I n the evening we enjoyed fish and
the next morning we were taken on a guided walk around the Cleethorpes
Green Plagues before our main meeting.

VN

e

YHACS members taking a tour of the Green Plaques in Cleethorpes.

There we were welcomed by Melanie Onn, nesidgted MP for Great
Grimsby and Cleethorpes, and had interesting talks on the history of
Cleethorpes and the Second Worl d Wa

lan Harvey, Executive Director of Civic Voice, took adiodia-half-hour train
journey direct from Liverpool to CI
proposed planning reforms, which were hot off the press.

If your society would like to host one of the YHACS quarterly meetings next
year please get in touch. Wedd | ove

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS

As always, civic societies across Yorkshire and the Humber organised an
incredible programme of events for Heritage Open Days last month. Living as |
do almost on the border of East and North Yorkshire, | picked up three very
informative glossy brochures detailing a wide variety of events. | know West
and South Yorkshire were very active too.

Congratulations to everybody who worked tirelessly to bring heritage to the
wider public over the twaveek period.

I would like to give special mention to Rowena Mellows and Doncaster Civic
Trust, who took part in HODs for the first time and coordinated an impressive
programme of 30 events. Rowena was inspired to get started after seeing how
much Paul Cartwright and Pontefract Civic Society had achieved. Paul, who is
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also a YHACS Executive Committee member, provided Rowena wi
support, guidance and encouragement, helping to ensure a great re
| candé6t wait to see what Donca’_

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

YHACS is marking itst2&nniversary this year and | look forward to
seeing many of you at our celebratory luncthasted with Leeds Civic
Trust at the Met Hotel on Saturday®ctober. Thank you to everyon

involved in the planning for what | am sure will be a memorable eve e

Take part in free events, talks, walks and workshops to celebrate
he richness and variety of heritage in Doncaster

As | mentioned in the last issue, Wakefield, Hull and Scarborough € = s o wersese
societies have been celebrating theith@niversaries this year and weChar b
have been involved in reciprocal visits.

™ infort ion about each

{1 Doncaster Visit VA, HERITAGE
W CivieTrust  DONCAster {8 DONCASTER

An impressive HODS programme
from Doncaster Civic Trust.

Adrian Perry, Kevin Trickett and me cutting the
cake to celebrate the 8@nniversaries of
Scarborough and Wakefield civic societies.

| was invited to a Hull Civic Societyhghniversary celebration at the
Charterhousé a hidden gem in the heart of Héllnd took a tour of the
fascinating Grade | listed building and gardens. The Charterhouse was
founded in 1384 and now provides independent living for 40 people over the
age of 60. | was able to meet some of them over tea and we were entertained
by a local choir.

| also helped Scarborough Civic Society President Adrian Perry to welcome
visitors from Hull and Wakefield civic societies. On each occasion we enjoyed
walks, a tour of the Grade Il listed Scarborough Town Hall, refreshments and
lots of lively discussion. This is a great benefit of being involved in a network of
like-minded people.

| have been informed that next month Huddersfield Civic Society will also be
celebrating its 60 birthday. Congratulations and best wishes to everyone
there.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Please put a note in your diary for our Annual General Meeting at the Old
Swan Hotel in Harrogate on SaturdaytEanuary 2025.

Margaret HicksClarke
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TELLUS ABOUTYOURWINNING WAYS

|l dm well aware of the fantastic wor
Humber over the past year and now is the time to have your achievements
recognisedLike Spen Valley (below), Richmond and Goole last year, you too
can win cash prizes to fund further development of your society.

Erica Amende, Secretary of Spen Valley Civic Society,
receiving the Peter Spawforth Trophy and certificate from
Peter Spawforth and Kevin Trikett

Applications are invited for our two annual prizes, the YHACS/Peter
Spawforth Award, recognising the Regional Society of the Year in terms of
achievement, and the Richard Ward Memorial Prize, which aims to promote
engagement with young adults. Unfortunately this had no entries last year so
we look forward to redressing that this time.

Societies can submit entries for both awards provided the content is different.
| have already circulated the entry forms with information about the judging
criteria and will email them out again shortly.

If you wish to submit an entry (or entries) please complete the relevant form
and return it tanargarethicksclarke@gmail. synemail beforel8th

November 2024 Awards will be announced at the YHACS AGM in Harrogate
on 25th January 2025.

YHACS/Peter Spawforth Award

The winning entry will receive the Peter Spawforth Trophy to hold for one year
and a cheque for £200. There are prizes of £100 and £50 for second and

third places.

Richard Ward Memorial Prize

This annual prize of £200 is funded by a legacy donation from the estate of
former YHACS committee member and treasurer Richard Ward. It is intended
to encourage civic societies to work with young adults, aged 18 to 30, who will
be the future lifeblood of the civic movement.

The judging panel for both awards will be made up of members of the YHACS
commi ttee and the judgesd deci sion

So dondt hide your |l ight wundher a bu
November.
Margaret HicksClarke
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KEIGHLEY2IVIC SOCIET® ROLEIN
THEREBIRTHOF 0 HEVOLUNTEERS

Members might remember my call for help in savi
as a pub and a vWergetinforgationrrgm JandFari@re r n 0 .

Leeds Civic Trust, which showed it was possible and that was all the

encouragement we needed.

We had to tread very carefully because the | anc
anything to prevent her retiring at the end of July, having recently lost her

husband Tom, and neither did we. But a phone call to the Estate Agent asking if

the owners would meet a group of regulars and KCSoc to discuss a commercial

proposition drew a blank so we knew that wulti me
issue with an Asset of Community Value (ACV).

We held off putting in an application to list the Volts as an ACV until the

| andl adydéds | icence was up and we went in for a
day. The next day, tAugust, our ACV application dropped into lan Stuart's

inbox at Bradford Council Estates Department and my phone lit up with a call

from the Estate Agent.

Apparently an ACV is the oO0Okiss of deathod to a s
delay the sale to the current bidder, who wanted to turn it into flats. But if the

owners decided to sell to somebody wanting to Kk
trigger the ACV and we knew that at least one of the bidders had that

intention. That was the O6carrotd: the stick was
current bidders we would challenge any planni nc
Used on the terms of the Protect our Pubs Polic

representative, Dermot Kennedy. It worked and we are now just waiting for the

intiaAl6we ek halt on compl et i nYOcwmbersvehene t o expire an
Graham Marshall will be free to complete the purchase. Graham owns a couple

of pubs up in the Dales so he knows the trade and the Volts, where he used to

be a regular.

After some remedial work the new landlord and landlady, Sam and Fiona will
Obe able to run the business as they wish, for

And all Keighley Civic Society has to do now is accompany Graham Marshall to
the meeting we brokered with the CEO of Timothy
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October to negotiate the return of the memorabilia from the walls, which they
bought to keep safely (supported by our local CAMRA Chair, Colleen Haliday
and the local branch members).

Eventually we hope to erect a Blue Plaque on the pub and commemorate many
more Remembrance Sundays with the Volts regulars.

And it only remains to thank Bradford Council, CAMRA, Alistair McDowell at
Atkinson Associates, Birchwood Financial Services Ltd, the owners, Timothy
Tayl ords Brewery, the regulars, the
Civic Society, and Elise and her staff at the Volts.

The ACV application was signed by 21 Bradford District registered voters.
The application cit e doperegin I8bbhtvas hi s
where volunteers went in the back r
Shilling. Then it was over the road to the Drill Hall for the kit and off to the
war.

The pubds cultural significance I|ie
times. For many Keighley people it is the first pub they visited and also the last.
There was said to be a tradition, I
used to open at 7am during the great days of the manufacturing, spinning and
weaving industries, so the night shift workers could have a drink before they
went home to bed!

The pubdés place in Keighleyds soci a
meet, to talk, to play pool, to sing Karaoke, to get dressed up, to meet old
friends and welcome new ones. The list is endless, but suffice to say that I will
never forget the Wednesday afternoon | popped in to update the regulars

and entered a magical place with dimmed lights, a roaltured glitter ball

and music playing as a beautiful woman in black chiffon blouse, black pencil
skirt and stilettos sang to a silent audience of immaculately attired and
groomed regulars. Hollywood, Keighley style. Magic!

Find us on Facebook @Keighley Civic So8i&§Soc
Jane Lee

SCARBOROUGHE ANNIVERSARYELEBRATIONS

In August Scarborough Civic Society being a member of the wider civic
movement in Yorkshire welcomed visitors from Civic Societies in Wakefield
and Hull who are also celebrating their 60th anniversaries this year.

R R *
AR
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Pictured below is Adrian Perry, President of Scarborough, Margaret Hicks
Clarke, the Chairman of Yorkshire and Humber Association of Civic Societies and
Kevin Trickett, President of Wakefield Civic Society, cutting our celebration cake
at Woodend.

g e ¥ \ ;
e -,B! 2
N 5T W .
Councillor Janet Jefferson, our Charter Mayor, hosted a very large group on a
guided tour of the Town Hall, and the following week again greeted a group
from Hull.

All these societies were

founded in 1964 with a

common Vvision Oto stimul a
civic pride in the beauty,

history and character

of their town and its

surroundings. o

These Civic Societies have
spent the past six decades
devoted to their mission of
'making their town a better
place for residents and
visitors alike.

Each society is passionate about celebrating its unique heritage, through a range
of initiatives that enhance the townds culture,

While celebrating the past, the societies are also
looking to the future, helping to shape their town fg
new generations.

One of our societyds n evements 1incl
commissioning of two statddbse Diving Belle and t
Bathing Bellet hat now grace St
spaces.

s public

Adrian Perr
Photos courtesy of John Clark
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NEWSFROM
HALIFAXQVIC TRUST

Peopl eds Park Open day

On Saturday ™ September Halifax Civic Trustandthe i ends of Pe
Park held an 'Open Day' and heritage walk with a guided tour describing the
historical vistas & future visions for the park.

Halifax Civic Trust were pleased to be invited to the unveiling of the new Bus
station by the Mayor of West Yorkshire Tracy Brabin (above).
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The £20m bus station officially opened after the completion ofygesix
project.All 19 stands are in use at the Bus Station along with the new Wade
Street concourse.

Tracy Brabin, Mayor of West Yorkshire, declared the station open on Friday

and described it as a "great day" for the town. She said the new design better
connected the area and incorporated solar panels and an eco roof to make it
environmentally friendly.

Moot Hall information Board
On Saturday 14 September the :
mayor, Ann Kingstone, unveiled our

information board at the site of the og ,
Moot Hall. Halifax Civic Trust have Bt Sl SRS
worked to create a new garden and : IR O
tidied up the area next to the Minste st '
There was a short talk about the Mo
Hall and its history by David Glover.
As part of the unveiling there was a
guided tour to the Gibbet on Glbbet
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Woolshopsd a Talk for Halifax Civic Trust

David Glover gave a talk to a packed audience at Square Chapel on 13
September with a new talk about Woolshops linked to our very successful film
now on YouTube. Thank you to those who came to support the event and gave
a donation, as the event was free.

22 Women, 2 female Ghost stories and a Ducking Stool

This was a newly researched walk by David Glover for Halifax Civic Trust
celebrating the significant contribution of women of all social classes to the
town.

It was a fascinating walking tour, and it

took place as part of the Anne Lister
memorial weekend. Despite the heavy

~_rain that came towards the end it was a

hugely interesting and well researched

new insight to some very significant
women.

| Thank you to those that supported the

Mark Fennelly
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THEBEVERLEWDUSTRIALDRAIL
BEVERLEY

Type Beverley, East Yorkshire into your search engine of choice and you c I V I c
will find a wealth of information about our stunning Gothic Minster and

Parish Church of St Maryéds. SOCIETY

There are many references to the
height of medieval pilgrimage and later, following relative decline in the
aftermath of the Reformation, its revival in the Georgian period. Beverley
boasts some beautiful Georgian town houses andhaégtury Market Cross.

Less well known to tourists and | ocal i nhabitar
past.

A few years ago, interest was reawakened when Professor Barbara English

highlighted the 39 Georgian and Victorian gas lampposts scattered around

Beverley which are thought to be the oldest remaining such features in the UK.

Initially by Thomas Malam and later William Crosskill, they illustrate that

Beverley was very much part of the Industrial RevalMian a més wer e made

at the Thorncliffe I ron wor Cmsskiln Shef field, but
was also famous for inventing and designing agricultural machinery such as

threshing machines and mills, a reflection on E
agricultural employment. Later the town was involved in shipbuilding, the

manufacture of shock absorbers, and continued the medieval tradition of

tanning. These were just a few of the industries for which the town was rightly

renowned.

With the removal in 2022 of the listed wooden canopy of the footbridge built

in 1889 over the railway line, it became increasingly apparent that more

attention needed to be paid to Beverleyods i ndus
Society. Aside from the loss of many factories, landmarks and sites over the last

50 years or so, there is an awareness that oral history is also in danger of

being lost. We need older Beverlonians to share their memories and

recollections of the last century. So, it was decided to create an Industrial Trall

which would sit alongside the Town and Elwell Trails

It would be wonderful to report that our trail is up and running. However, it

would be more accurate to say that the project has begun with much enthusiasm

from a subcommittee from the Society Executive, some Society volunteers and

somemuecheeded advice and support from Kloskk Tyre
Guildhall.

The wealth of industry has meant that we have finally settled on two trails, one

which is focussed on the more-tvetlden town centre and the other, which

looks to the Beck and the generally heavier industries on the waterfront and

the surrounding area. Mapping out the routes, walking them to check that they

were feasible and ensuring that nothing key has been forgotten, has been

done. The next task is for us to draw up a timetable of how we want to

proceed. Permission needs to be granted for the erection of the plagues and

the wording of the plaques needs to be decided. After much discussion we

have settled on limited text for the plaques and are considering the use of a

QR code taking the enthusiastic O6trailerd to ol

It wi || be quite a challenge as |l ittle remains
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past. We are looking to a different shape and colour of plaque design to
differentiate them from the social and political plaques in green which are in
evidence around the town. We are also exploring plagues made of different
materials, suitably durable but perhaps less expensive.

Much remains to be done but we are confident that with the continued
enthusiasm of the saubmmittee we can create another enjoyable historical
adventure for all those who wish to explore and enjoy the wonderful town of
Beverley.

Lesley Blucke

HERITAGENAYMARKER$RESTORED

Spen Valley Civic Society celebrated completion of its latest project during
this yeards national Heritage Open

Spen Valley MP Kim Leadbeater MBE was the guest of honour, unveiling thre
freshly restored waymarkers, which had stood rusty and neglected for many
years. Kim Leadbeatersa@l am al ways very proud
Spen Valley Civic Society, who do a fantastic job of celebrating the rich history
of our local area. It was an honour to unveil the three heritage waymarkers in n
new Spen Valley constituency, and | thank everyone involved in this excellent
project. o

The first restored item was a fingerpost sign in Hightown, Liversedge. All that
remained was a badly rusted central post (above, left), unnoticed at the side
of the road. Restoration took many hours: brackets and fingers were
constructed; letters and numbers painted and all metalwork treated and
painted (above, right). Speaking at the event, Chairman Mr Max Rathmell
praised Civic Society members, especially Gordon North, for their work. He
gave particular thanks to Creative Waterjet Ltd of Cleckheaton, who made
and donated the metal letters and numbers; and PPG Ltd of Birstall, who
donated specialist metal paint.

The second and third waymarkers unveiled were two milestones on the A62,
one near Mirfield, and the other near Heckmondwike. They were part of a big
contract by the new West Riding County Council, formed in 1888. It was
massive, covering an area from Sedbergh (now Cumbria) to Ripon and the
River Ouse at its York boundary, then to Goole in the east, Bawtry in the
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southeast, Sheffield in the south, and west over the Pennines (to Saddleworth
and other places now in Lancashire or Greater Manchester.)

Mirfield Milestone, before and after restoration

In 1892 the County Council decided to set up milestones on its main roads. The
and specified

tender was issued in 1893

triangular cast iron fronts showing the name of the road, the township, and

distances to the nearest towns. The stones were to be 6ft tall, and set 2ft into
the ground. The cost per unit was £2.5sh.0d. The contract was awardedi on 21
August 1893 to two firms: father & son stone masons Gill and Frank Stead of
Mirfield; and iron founders Brayshaw and Booth, whose foundry was at
Strawberry Bank Liversedge, in Spen Valley. They had to complete the contract
in 12 months and were paid in instalments. They achieved it on time and under
budget (at £1.18sh.0d per milestone). Delivery and installation was done by
horse and cart, an impressive undertaking across such a large area.

.}HUD%\
AY 2
Roap &

= HECKMONDWIKE

“40g,

208k,
.‘Leg‘a ]v‘?

/

Heckmondwike milestone, before and after restoration

When youdre out and about

there are any unloved, rusty

them?

For more information about these fascinating heritage features, including

advice about restoration, vigitvw.milestonesociety.co.uk

Erica Amende SVCS
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' DEFIBRILLATORSPPEAL
mPONTEFRACT EXCEEDEXPECTATIONS

CIVIC SOCIETY

Pontefract Civic Society is pleased to announce ongoing success in a public
fundraising appeal to purchase, install and maintain an Automated External
Defibrillator (AED) on Pontefract Town Hall; a project which has been
accepted and supported by Wakefield Council.

Paul Cartwright, chair,sa@dThi s proj ect i s somewha
though it delivers on our strategy raising our awareness in the town and a safer
place to live, whilst connecting with residents and businesses to ensure their
community O6ownsd the project. | mus
John Ambul ance officer for working

Only rarely is the ambulance service able to attend and provide defibrillation
early enough, and the best way of ensuring prompt defibrillation is for
someone nearby to use an AED to deliver the shock that may save a life.

We set ourselves a target of £2,550, which has been exceeded beyond all

expectations, and wedve currently r
major fundraising events were hosted by corporate members who own bars in
Pontefract, Cartnerodos at No.5 arran

Grocers (above, right) held a music night through the Little Bellows
Entertainment Agency and a raffle which raised £480 supplemented that night
by A120 from Blondies Brewhouse & B
raffle by Pickeringds of Pontefract
members, Bernie Weston (£301.50), cake sales and guessing the beans in a ja
at Salter Row Coffee Lounge (A100. 3
had guess the sweets in a jar at the Liquorice Festival (E157).

Phil Cook, vice chair,saidHu mb |l ed and bl own away i
community has pulled together with businesses, musicians, community groups
individuals contributing in so many ways to our fundraising appeal. We set wha
we hoped was an achievable target,
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support of Wakefield Council ds planning and cor
first AED on the town hall, which wil!/l be addec
national register for such devices. We owe a huge debt of gratitude to all those

involved so far, who wil/ undoubtedly go on to
chance of survival decreases by around 10% with every minute that defibrillation

from an AED is del ayed. 0.

Further donations have come from KLH Craft Fair bucket collection (£160)

Andrew Lubel skids ukulele busking with Ukembe &
(£29.96 with more gigs to come), our member Castleford & Pontefract Lions

Club (£250), Five Towns Golf Day, also Ruth Cairns a member of the public did

a brica-brac sale (£305), and Five Towns Golf Day donated £250. Prizes for

various raffles have been donated from a whole host of locations including

Pomfret Gallery, Pontefract Art Club, House of
Flowers, Inline Kitchens, HeadHunters, T.D. Events Ltd., The Hair Lounge and Hale

Civic Society.

7

Pontefract Town Centre Defib x3
£91
1

Cost Raised Need
10/10/2024

We will be announcing the other amounts raised in the next few days, but we
are able to announce now that we are looking at the possibility of a third
defibrillator in the town centre, such has been the success of this project.

For local information emailfo @ pontefractcivicsociety.org.ubr call 01977
708658.

Paul Cartwright


mailto:info@pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk
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' HERITAGHESTIVAIRECORDS
m PONTEFRACT BESTEVERSUCCESS

CIVIC SOCIETY

63 in-person and online events was our best ever Heritage Open Days
festival for Pontefract and the surrounding area, even stretching out to
Hemsworth, Womersley, Kellington and Pollington.

= v 1 R

] mm
PONTEFRACT |
EORIEERACT N

{ organisations and places which were new to the festival, such as Featherstone
Mal e Voice Choirdés Celebration of S
Dreams talk on women in the electrification industry delivered by the University
Leeds; this was a remarkable collective achievement including support from ste
at Pontefract Castle and Pontefract

Regular attractions included the town hall, the racecourse, masonic hall,
Darrington farming walk, the Rosse Observatory, and five different walks
around Pontefractodés conservation ar
speaker, Eric Jackson. New online slideshows of our four cinema/theatres and
our nautical connections were also available on Facebook.

Paul Cartwright wentontosayWe ar e st i | |
receiving updates on the number of attendees which is
currently at 1,400. Top of the leader board was the
Celebration of Singing, and St Giles Church had

record numbers on the ringing chamber visit, whilst
Womersley Church had visitors from Manchester and
Sheffield who had a plan to visit other HOD sites in

our area, so our publicity is definitely working. We

were really pleased with the positive response from

all of our partners and the public who were both

ent husiastic and really interested
heritage. Everyone enjoyed the variety in our

extensive programme, and | was pleased to see some
faces at multiple events, which must suggest that
wedve got it right©o.

The civic society membership scheme for 2025 is

already open, which means thereds n
needed until 1 Jan, 2026, so why not join now!

For local information email

info@pontefractcivicsociety.org.ykcall 01977

708658 or check social

media @pontefractcivic.

Paul Cartwright


mailto:info@pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk

