
YORKSHIRE AND HUMBER ASSOCIATION OF CIVIC SOCIETIES  
 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Zoom 
on Saturday 30th January 2021. 

 
1. Present  
Over 75 members and guests were present, representing 28 YHACS member  
societies. A full list appears at Appendix 1.  
 
1a. Apologies for Absence  
See Appendix 1  
 
2. Minutes of the AGM 25.01.20  
These were approved by the meeting with one correction. The Grimsby, Immingham and 
Cleethorpes Town Guides / Leaflets mentioned at the 2020 AGM were more or less completed at 
the time of the 2020 AGM but were not printed or launched because of the lockdown. 
 
3. Matters Arising.  
There were none. 
 
4. Annual Report.  
Kevin Trickett presented the annual report, which had been circulated in advance, together with a 
forward look for YHACS for 2021.  He outlined the highlights of 2020. He said that it was pleasing 
to see civic societies experimenting with on-line events and a growing number of societies had taken 
the plunge as the year progressed. YHACS itself had, of course, moved on-line with some good 
results and had attracted some new people to participate who had not been seen at any of the 
physical events. He suggested that for YHACS, the future was likely to include continued use of 
video technology alongside face-to-face events. 
 
He reported that following the AGM in January 2020, YHACS had delivered two meetings on-line in 
during the year with only the spring meeting having to be cancelled. Nonetheless, other services 
had been maintained with advice being provided to member societies and four newsletters being 
produced with the latest one being a bumper issue of 28 pages, the most pages to date. Kevin 
thanked David Moss for producing the newsletter and also everyone who had contributed content 
throughout the year. 
 
5. Treasurer’s Report  
The accounts for 2020 were presented.  
 
The Annual Report and Treasurer’s Report were proposed for adoption by Kevin Trickett and 
seconded by David Moss and approved by the meeting.  
 
6. Election of Officers  
 
David Moss stood down as Vice Chair; remaining on the committee and would continue to edit the 
newsletter.  
 
The following officers were nominated and elected unopposed by the meeting: 
 
Chair: Kevin Trickett (for three years to January 2024) 
Vice Chair: Margaret Hicks Clarke (for one year) 
Treasurer: Alan Goodrum (for one year) 
Secretary: Helen Kidman (for one year) 
 
 



7. Election of Executive Committee  
Phyllis Barnes had decided to step down from the committee. Other pressures on her time meant 
that she wasn’t always available to attend YHACS meetings. Kevin Trickett thanked her for her 
contributions. 
 
The following committee members were nominated and re-elected unopposed by the  
Meeting to serve for one year 
 
Malcolm Sharman  
David Moss 
Tony Leonard  
Jim Robinson  
Paul Cartwright 
Martin Hamilton 
 
Three new members were nominated to the committee and elected unopposed to serve for one 
year. 
 
Alan Nicholson  
Carolyn Curr 
Judith Blackburn 
 
8. Election of President  
Peter Cooper was nominated and elected unanimously by the meeting to serve for a further year.  
 
9. Any Other Business  
None. 
 
MEMBERS’ MEETING 
 
10. Latest News from YHACS 
 
The new committee will develop the 2021 programme with meetings via Zoom initially. Government 
consultations continue the latest being from MHCLG on Design Codes, (published 30.01.21). 
Consultation on Permitted Development Rights had just closed. Further issues are likely to arise 
over HS2.  
 
The committee will keep a close eye on Covid recovery and the impact of Brexit and report as 
needed to the membership. New technology continued to emerge from driverless cars to delivery 
robots (as at Milton Keynes) which are likely to have further impact on all our lives in the years to 
come. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Alan Goodrum advised the current bank balance was £9057.01 with 
approximately 50% of 2021 subscriptions paid so far. 
 
11. Latest News from Civic Voice: Helen Kidman, as Civic Voice Trustee 
 
Helen reported on a number of issues: 

 
o Planning White Paper High Level Response 

 
o Civic Voice Engagement to shape our thinking 

 
o What is Best In Class Community Engagement? 

 



 
o All Party Parliamentary Group 

 
• Relaunching the APPG with a campaign to encourage MPs to join 
• CV will ask all civic societies to contact their MP to register with the group 
• Target of 100 MPs to join the group.   

 
o Civic Voice AGM (March 17th 2021). By Zoom - all welcome! 

Civic Voice was working on a new strategy, building on an Awayday facilitated by Kevin 
Trickett in February 2020. They hoped to attract new trustees and anyone who is interested 
in standing is encouraged to apply.  

 
o New Strategic Plan 2021-2024 

• Points of consideration: 

− Webinars cited as a useful and potential for volunteers to help with this. Should we 
keep webinars going? 

− Civic Voice should remain an essentially agile organisation that can respond quickly 
to funding opportunities that align with its strategy. Are we happy that majority of 
funding is from external sources?  

− Civic Voice to explore what sort of help civic societies routinely need and to identify 
options for providing this support with its current resources. What help do the 
majority want from Civic Voice? 

 
o Training 

• What practical training in planning do people want? 

• Will you work with us to develop/pilot a Community Training Programme, responding to 
Civic Society needs? 

 
o Permitted Development Rights Consultation (closed 28.01.21) 

• How many societies responded? 

• Please share your responses with Civic Voice 
 

o Next Regional Forum Feb 11th Please send news and issues to Paul Cartwright 
 

o Finally, two questions: 
 

1, What information would you want to know from a developer regarding a planning 
application at the pre-app stage? 
 
2, What is it that you want from your local planning authority to demonstrate meaningful 
engagement? 
 
Any thoughts to Helen, please  chair@civicsociety.ilkley.org  

 
 
12. Guest Speaker Geoff Walsh, Deputy Chair of the Yorkshire Society, introducing the 
Yorkshire Society’s Heritage Guardians Scheme 
 
Geoff gave an overview of the Yorkshire Society and their new initiative for Heritage Guardians. 
Colin Speakman is co ordinating this but was unable to attend the meeting and had sent apologies.   
 
The Yorkshire Society is for people who love Yorkshire and has around 8,000 members. YHACS is 
now a member of The Yorkshire Society under a reciprocal membership arrangement. They help 
Yorkshire Businesses via their Expo + scheme, award the Yorkshire History Prize, the Yorkshire 
Awards and run a blue plaque scheme.  

mailto:chair@civicsociety.ilkley.org


 
Heritage Guardians, which is to be launched on 1st March 2021, is aimed at giving heritage and 
culture in Yorkshire a louder collective voice, sharing information, coordinating efforts with a web 
site and quarterly bulletin. Many of the county-wide voluntary organisations were supporting the 
initiative.  
 
Heritage Guardians will be another means of promoting events and activities and encouraging 
greater public involvement. It should increase greater awareness of local events and facilitate 
coordinated publicity. There will be regional Heritage Guardians for organisations that cover the 
region, and YHACS had agreed to join the scheme, and local Heritage Guardians which would be 
the entry level for civic societies.  
 
Anyone wanting more information or to apply should email heritage@theyorkshiresociety.org  
 
13. Just a Minute! 

o Carolyn Curr, Whitby CS highlighted closing churches in Whitby and Ruswarp where they 
had tried but failed to put in place an ACV but had managed to safeguard the war memorial 
plaques in conjunction with the developer, the museum and York diocese.  

 
o Colin Grant from Richmond and District CS told the meeting of Richmond 950 – a series of 

celebrations during the summer of 2021 for the anniversary of Richmond Castle. The civic 
society is holding a series of lectures on Zoom and sponsoring community archaeology in the 
castle grounds during July. See their website www.richmond950.co.uk 

 
o Graham Bassett for Great Grimsby Ice Factory Trust advised that their organisation (a 

building preservation trust) had received £1m renovation funds for the Smokehouse and 
Kasbah. They are seeking a treasurer and would be grateful if anyone interested would get 
in touch. dalziel999@aol.com 

 
o Kevin Trickett, Wakefield CS,  but speaking as the Y&H representative of the Art Deco Society 

UK said that ADSUK was considering taking on casework. They need to identify any Art Deco 
buildings at risk in the Yorkshire and Humber area. Kevin is speaking at an on-line Art Deco 
event on 25th February – for details, see the Art Deco Society UK website. 

 
o Alan Nicholson from Grimsby and Cleethorpes CS advised that they had registered as a 

special interest group with NE Lincs Council and were now directly involved with several 
regeneration schemes around Grimsby. 

 
 
The meeting concluded shortly after 16.00. 
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Attendees and apologies 
 

  Society/Organisation Surname First Name 

        

1 Addingham Civic Society Battarbee Gill 

2 Addingham Civic Society/Market Weighton CS/YHACS 
Committee 

Robinson Jim 

3 Aireborough Civic Society Woods Clive 

4 Beverley Civic Society/York Civic Trust Burrows Chris 

5 Beverley Civic Society/York Civic Trust Young Sarah 

6 Beverley Civic Society English Barbara 

7 Beverley Civic Society Lidwell Richard 

8 Beverley Civic Society Major Rosemary 

9 Beverley Civic Society Payne Jane 

10 Castleford Heritage Trust Heywood John 

11 Castleford Heritage Trust Wallis Tony 

12 Doncaster Civic Trust Coote Peter 

13 Doncaster Civic Trust Mellows Rowena 

14 Dronfield Civic Society Hinchcliffe John 

15 Goole Civic Society Clarke John 

16 Goole Civic Society/Market Weighton CS/YHACS 
Committee 

Hicks-Clarke Margaret 

17 Goole Civic Society Walker Stephen 

18 Great Grimsby Ice Factory Trust Bassett Graeme 

19 Great Grimsby Ice Factory Trust Bassett Teresa 

20 Grimsby & Cleethorpes Civic Society Nicholson Alan 

21 Halifax Civic Trust Connolly Eileen 

22 Halifax Civic Trust//Market Weighton CS/YHACS 
Committee 

Goodrum Alan 

23 Halifax Civic Trust Hanson David 

24 Halifax Civic Trust Hargreaves John 

25 Halifax Civic Trust Hargreaves Susan 

26 Halifax Civic Trust Paxton-White June 

27 Halifax Civic Trust Weaver Dee 

28 Harrogate Civic Society Amaku Susan 

29 Harrogate Civic Society Holland Stuart 

30 Harrogate Civic Society Siddans  David 

31 Horbury Civic Society Roberts Graham 

32 Howden Civic Society Mepham Philip 

33 Huddersfield Civic Society Hughes Geoff 

34 Huddersfield Civic Society Wyles David 

35 Hull Civic Society  Blackstock Hilary 

36 Hull Civic Society  Netherwood John 

37 Hull Civic Society/Market Weighton CS/YHACS 
Committee 

Sharman Malcolm 

38 Ilkley Civic Society  Blackburn David 

39 Ilkley Civic Society/Market Weighton CS/YHACS 
Committee 

Kidman Helen 

40 Independent Blackburn Judith 

41 Leeds Civic Trust/YHACS Committee Hamilton Martin 



42 Leeds Civic Trust Kitching Lynda 

43 Leeds Civic Trust Taylor Jane 

44 Leeds Civic Trust Wilford Meryll 

45 Market Weighton Civic Society/YHACS Committee Leonard Tony 

46 Pontefract Civic Society Cartwright Christine 

47 Pontefract Civic Society/YHACS Committee Cartwright Paul 

48 Richmond Civic Society Grant Colin 

49 Richmond Civic Society Hillyard Carol  

50 Ripon Civic Society Hughes Christopher 

51 Ripon Civic Society Taylor Richard 

52 Scarborough Civic Society Bridgewood Glen 

53 Scarborough Civic Society Bridgewood Pete 

54 Scarborough Civic Society/Market Weighton CS/YHACS 
Committee 

Cooper Peter 

55 Scarborough Civic Society Perry Adrian 

56 Scarborough Civic Society Perry Chris 

57 Selby Civic Society Clegg Marie 

58 Selby Civic Society  Dyson Michael 

59 Selby Civic Society/YHACS/Market Weighton Civic 
Society 

Moss David 

60 Selby Civic Society  Wildash Jim 

61 Skipton in Craven Civic Society Clark  Sheila 

62 Spen Valley Civic Society Amende Erica 

63 Wakefield Civic Society & Pontefract Civic Society Barnes Rosemary 

64 Wakefield Civic Society Cowell Ben 

65 Wakefield Civic Society Flintoff Vicky 

66 Wakefield Civic Society O'Donnell Mike 

67 Wakefield Civic Society Spawforth Pat 

68 Wakefield Civic Society Spawforth Peter 

69 Wakefield Civic Society Swift Kevin 

70 Wakefield Civic Society/Market Weighton CS/YHACS 
committee 

Trickett Kevin 

71 Whitby Civic Society Curr Carolyn 

72 Whitby Civic Society Stangoe Joyce 

73 York Civic Trust Morrison Andrew 

74 The Yorkshire Society (Guest Speaker) Walsh Geoff 

  Totals     

        

  Apologies     

        

1 Barnsley Civic Trust Barnes Phyllis 

 2 Hull Civic Society Fowler Cynthia 

 3 Ossett Civic Society Fawcett Anne-Marie 

 4 Ossett Civic Society Waud Phil 

 5 Wakefield Civic Society Wood Geoff 

 


