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1. Addingham Civic Society 
2. Aireborough Civic Society 
3. Barnsley Civic Trust 
4. Beverley & District Civic Society 
5. Bradford Civic Society 
6. Brighouse Civic Trust 
7. Castleford Heritage Trust 
8. Doncaster Civic Trust 
9. Goole Civic Society 
10. Grimsby Cleethorpes & District Civic Society 
11. Halifax Civic Trust 
12. Harrogate Civic Society 
13. Horbury Civic Society 
14. Hornsea and District Civic Society 
15. Horsforth Civic Society 
16. Howden Civic Society 
17. Huddersfield Civic Society 
18. Hull Civic Society 
19. Ilkley Civic Society 
20. Knaresborough Civic Society 
21. Leeds Civic Trust 
22. Market Weighton Civic Society 
23. The Oulton Society 
24. Ossett Civic Trust 
25. Pickering & District Civic Society 
26. Pontefract Civic Society 
27. Richmond & District Civic Society 
28. Ripon Civic Society 
29. Saddleworth Civic Trust 
30. Scarborough & District Civic Society 
31. Sheffield Civic Trust 
32. Selby Civic Society 
33. Skipton in Craven Civic Society 
34. Spen Valley Civic Society 
35. Wakefield Civic Society 
36. Wetherby Civic Society 
37. Whitby Civic Society 
38. York Civic Trust 
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Chair’s Report 

Keeping the show on the road 

On a personal level, 2017 was quite a good year for me. I had my 

first book published (a history of Wood Street in Wakefield – it’s 

a slim tome but we have to start somewhere); I did a lot of 

reading, ate out at a good many restaurants and travelled far and 

wide, both in the UK and Europe. I was kissed by a real-life 

Contessa in Venice and ate afternoon tea on the ‘Hogwart’s 

Express’.  I also helped to deliver what I think was one of the best 

Civic Voice Annual Conventions yet when Wakefield Civic 

Society co-hosted the event last October. To top it all, and just in 

case you haven’t heard, the year was rounded off when I was 

awarded an MBE in the 2018 New Year’s Honours List for 

‘services to the community in Wakefield’.  

Yes, I’ve had a lot of fun both in my personal life and also in my 

‘civic’ life.  As I’ve said many times before, you get out of life 

what you put in – and if something is worth doing then you need 

to apply yourself wholeheartedly.  

Now, I don’t intend this to sound like bragging! What I’m trying 

to do in mentioning the above is to show that, by joining a civic 

society, people have the potential to do new things for their 

community while deriving a lot of personal satisfaction. If you 

are prepared to join the committee of your civic society, to help 

keep the show on the road, so to speak, you can get even more 

out of life. Yes, there will be challenges and frustrations, but you 

get those just about anywhere.  

For me, being a committee member of Wakefield Civic Society 

and YHACS has taken me to places I might never have gone had 

it not been for my involvement. Over the years, I’ve developed 

my skills and expanded my knowledge. I’ve broken bread and 

drunk wine with people who have become good friends. And it’s 

been very satisfying for me personally to know that I’ve made a 

positive contribution, not only in helping to shape the city where 

I live but also in providing practical support and advice, not just 

in Wakefield but also further afield.  

 

Kevin Trickett, much 

travelled, - and now an 

MBE! 

In life, you get back 

what you put in.  

I know what motivates 

me to be part of the 

civic movement – but 

what motivates others?  

Can we identify the 

common factors to 

ensure the civic 

movement has 

something to offer 

those who are looking 

for opportunities to 

volunteer? 
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I mention all this because I’ve been thinking about how we go about 

recruiting committee members to our societies. What motivates 

individuals to give up their time and to take on such responsibility?  

In talking to others, I find some recurring themes emerge: people 

join committees because they feel that they are putting something 

back into their community, or for reasons of self-fulfilment – they 

want to be challenged, or because they want to help. Maybe they 

have an interest in local history and/or architecture. Very often, 

though, people tell me they joined their society’s committee simply 

because they were asked! I know that is true for me: I only joined the 

committee of Wakefield Civic Society because a former president 

asked me to do so. 

Maybe, it really is as easy as that: you just have to ask enough 

people until you find someone who will say yes. I appreciate that 

rejection can be disheartening (and sometimes a little awkward), but 

you just have to set that aside and be persistent in your search.   

Another side of what is really the same coin is what happens when 

societies fail to seek out new committee members until it is too late.  

They tick over quite nicely, year after year, until one or more key 

committee members step down and suddenly there’s a crisis. 

There’s no new talent waiting in the wings, no one willing to take 

over and the people who remain, perhaps overwhelmed by the 

challenges of keeping things going decide to close the society down 

on the grounds that it’s the easiest option. 

I touched on these problems, of course, in our 2016 Annual Report 

when I related the problems experienced at Horbury and Market 

Weighton civic societies. Clearly, writing about the sort of 

difficulties that some societies face doesn’t make the problems go 

away. We learned at the beginning of 2017 that Pickering Civic 

Society had gone into ‘maintenance mode’ – i.e., where the Society 

exists and keeps a watchful eye on what is happening in the town 

(so that they can respond to any issues that might emerge) but isn’t 

doing much else (a bit like Market Weighton at the moment which 

remains in the care of the YHACS committee).  

While no civic society can be thought of as being ‘too big to fail’, it 

was particularly troubling to hear of problems at Scarborough 

where they are struggling to find a new chair to take over at their 

forthcoming AGM: the committee were even considering closing the 

Society down!  

Supporting 

Scarborough Civic 

Society 

 

Kevin Trickett with 

Richard Ward, acting 

chair of Scarborough 

Civic Society in 

November 2017 just 

before Kevin gave a 

talk about the future of 

the civic movement. 
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Hearing of the problems, I offered to give a talk to their members. 

The offer was accepted and I spoke at an open meeting in the 

town last November. There was a good turnout, including the 

editor of the local newspaper, and it led to new members for the 

Society and even some offers of help for the committee. However, 

the efforts to find a new chair continue and I write this report 

having just returned from another visit to the town where I ran a 

workshop for current and potential committee members to see if 

a new chair could be found. 

This remains a work in progress and we must keep our fingers 

crossed for a successful outcome: surely, there is someone in 

Scarborough who cares enough about the Society to enable it to 

continue?  

But why is all this relevant to the YHACS Annual Report, I hear 

you ask? Well, if civic societies fail and close, the long-term 

existence of YHACS is called into question. There’s no need to 

panic yet, though: we’re a long way off closing down as your 

regional association! We are a viable membership organisation 

for civic and amenity societies in the region; we are solvent and 

have an effective and supportive committee. But it is worrying 

that so many societies seem to be experiencing the problem of 

finding suitable people to serve as committee members. Is it 

indicative of something that is happening in society at large? Are 

we as a nation becoming more inward looking rather than 

wanting to spend time doing interesting things in the company 

of, and for the benefit of, others? Or is it something peculiar to the 

civic movement: are we just not keeping up with the challenges 

modern life presents? 

Talking of turning inwards, 2017 got off to something of a wobbly 

start when three of our former member societies told us they 

were not going to renew their membership. Bridlington, Pudsey 

and District, and Scalby Village all handed back their 

membership cards. This was very disappointing for the YHACS 

committee (as I explained at some length in our Spring 2017 

newsletter). The result was that we ended up with 38 members at 

the year end, down from 41 in 2016.  (I understand that renewals 

for 2018 are going well, at least so far!).  

 

 

Changes to the 

YHACS Committee 

(1) 

 

The two Kevins: As Kevin G 

(left) stepped down from the 

YHACS committee at the 

2017 AGM, Kevin T was on 

hand to present him with a 

gift token to express our 

thanks for his support over 

the last 18 years. 

 

We said goodbye to Dr. 

Kevin Grady at our 

AGM in January 2017. 

Kevin worked with 

Civic Trust to establish 

YHACS (or YHASA as 

it was first known) back 

in 1999, becoming our 

first chairman.  
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This decision by some societies not to renew their subscriptions led 

the YHACS committee to ask remaining members why they stayed 

with us. What was it about being a member of YHACS that made 

the £50 a year subscription worthwhile? 

It was perhaps not surprising that networking opportunities, 

sharing ideas and making contacts scored well. Members also 

valued our newsletter and the support they receive from YHACS. 

This word cloud compiled from the answers we received 

emphasises these perceived benefits of YHACS membership: 

 

One might be forgiven for thinking that the trend is downwards 

and the outlook is bleak – but far from it! At the beginning of the 

year, I was asked to speak at two public meetings organised by the 

Stockton Heritage Forum. They were thinking about setting up a 

new civic society in the town and wanted to know more about what 

was involved. I was very pleased to be able to assist and travelled 

up to Stockton to see if I could inspire the local community. I’ve 

heard that they do have the beginnings of a new society, albeit one 

still in its infancy. Nonetheless, it shows that it can be done.  

One benefit of this ‘outreach work’ was that not only were my 

travel and hotel costs met, but YHACS also received a donation of 

£100 for my efforts! 

In another example of how I really did take the show on the road in 

2017, I was also invited to give a talk to Peterborough Civic Society 

at the end of the year about how we do things at Wakefield; I gather 

I gave them food for thought but it was a great opportunity for a 

two-way exchange of new and views. 

Changes to the 

YHACS Committee 

(2) 

 

New YHACS Committee 

member: Martin Hamilton, 

Director of Leeds Civic Trust 

Kevin Grady’s 

departure left a gap on 

the YHACS committee 

– but not for long as we 

were able to persuade 

Martin Hamilton to 

join us. Martin not only 

takes over from Kevin 

on our committee but 

is, of course, Kevin’s 

successor as Director of 

Leeds Civic Trust. 

Perhaps we should 

make it a new rule: if 

you step down from 

the YHACS committee, 

your society has to find 

a replacement?! 
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Our Futures Workshop 

Practising what we preach is important. In urging our member 

societies to think about the future challenges they face, it was 

only right that the YHACS committee should do the same. With 

this in mind, back in June 2017, we ran our first Futures 

Workshop. Originally conceived as a workshop to discuss the 

future of YHACS, we decided to open this up to member 

societies and so it was that a mixed group of some 14 people 

gathered together at Wakefield Town Hall to spend time 

contemplating what lies ahead. The workshop was facilitated for 

us by independent consultant Barbara Paterson of Paterson 

Consultancy on a pro bono basis with input from me and 

participants seemed to think the experience worthwhile. We are 

now planning a second workshop in February 2018. 

The Big Conservation Conversation 

2017 was the 50th anniversary of the Civic Amenities Act of 1967. 

Civic Voice and Historic England joined forces to promote this 

significant milestone which gave rise to the country’s first 

Conservation Areas. Civic societies were encouraged to celebrate 

the anniversary and to focus on Conservation Areas as part of 

their activities for Civic Day. 

I was invited to speak at a joint RPTI/Historic England conference 

in York back in February. This had been called to discuss the 

future of Conservation and Conservation Areas and I was one of 

the keynote speakers on the agenda. 2017 was of course, the 50th 

anniversary of the first Conservation Areas to be established 

under the Civic Amenities Act of 1967 and many civic societies 

around the country, with a strong lead from Civic Voice, have, I 

know, been doing things to mark the anniversary.  

In my presentation in York, I posed the rather provocative 

question ‘Conservation Areas: Who Cares?’ Evidence suggests 

that developers and property owners cannot always be relied 

upon to take their responsibilities for the care of our architectural 

heritage seriously and local authorities are often too short of staff 

and other resources to be pro-active when it comes to 

enforcement action. This means that civic societies have a vital 

role to play in monitoring what is happening in their areas and 

calling for action when they see problems.  

Changes to the 

YHACS Committee 

(3) 

 

New YHACS committee 

member Phyllis Barnes talks 

shop with YHACS treasurer 

Richard Ward. 

Also joining the YHACS 

committee in 2017 was 

Phyllis Barnes of 

Barnsley Civic Trust. 

One of her first jobs was 

to organise the spring 

YHACS meeting in the 

town which started with 

a lively an enjoyable 

dinner at a local 

restaurant on the Friday 

evening and a great way 

for people to get to 

know each other better – 

as our picture shows! 
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Our Programme 
In 2017 we continued to develop our YHACS portfolios, with 

committee members taking the lead on specific subjects that 

we had identified as being relevant to members. We tried 

where possible to devise our programme around the  content 

of our portfolios and our quarterly newsletter, Society 

Insight, also reflected these themes.  Martin Hamilton is now 

responsible for the Housing Portfolio while Paul Cartwright 

has taken on the one for Conservation.  

We once again offered our members four networking 

meetings, including the AGM, as follows: 

AGM, Cedar Court Hotel, Harrogate, January. Key Speakers: 

Professor Rick Ballatree FRS speaking on Climate Change 

Joan Humble, Chair, Civic Voice: Update from Civic Voice 

Spring Meeting, Cooper Gallery, Barnsley, April. Key Speakers: 

Allen Parks, Barnsley Civic Trust 

The Mayor of Barnsley, Cllr Linda Burgess  

Dr John Tanner, Barnsley Council Arts & Heritage Service 

Kevin Trickett: Conservation Areas – Who Cares?  

Craig Broadwith, Historic Places Adviser, Historic England  

Paul Bedwell, Trustee, Civic Voice: Update from Civic Voice 

Summer Meeting, Floral Hall, Hornsea, July. Key Speakers: 

Keith Whittle, Hornsea Civic Society 

John Miller: The History of Hornsea Mere 

Paul Bedwell, trustee, Civic Voice: Update from Civic Voice 

Autumn Meeting, City Hall, Bradford, October. Key Speakers: 

Si Cunningham, Bradford Civic Society chair 

Cllr Doreen Lee, Deputy Lord Mayor of Bradford 

Barry Lerner, Friends of Bradford Becks 

Kate Walham, The Odeon Project 

Margaret Hicks-Clarke, Goole Civic Sociey: Using Video to Promote your 

Society 

In addition to the key speakers listed above there were the usual 

updates from YHACS and news from local societies at all our 

meetings where time allowed. Attendance has been steady – 60 

people attended the AGM and between 35 and 45 the quarterly 

meetings.  

Our 2017 quarterly 

meetings 

programme 

Member meetings 

were at Harrogate, 

Barnsley, Hornsea and 

Bradford. 

 

Above: A good turnout at 

the AGM, Harrogate 

 

Above: Members pose at 

Barnsley Town Hall 

Below: Hornsea Floral Hall 

 

 

City Hall, Bradford 
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We are indebted to Barnsley Civic Trust, Hornsea Civic Society 

and Bradford Civic Society for the help and support they 

provided in helping us to organise our programme of members’ 

meetings.  This was of great value practically as it meant we 

could call on local people to use their knowledge and contacts to 

pave the way for us. It was also very generous of these Societies 

to cover the cost of room hire and refreshments. (To be fair to the 

host societies, we passed on the proceeds from the collection 

boxes we put out at meetings to the host societies.) Our hosts also 

laid on tours for our members prior to the meeting: walking tours 

of Barnsley and Hornsea and a visit to the award winning 

Sunbridge Wells in Bradford. On the morning of the AGM, we 

held a YHACS Quiz – and even provided prizes for the lucky 

winners! 

As has become our custom, members of the YHACS committee 

also invited members to join them for dinner on the eve of our 

quarterly events and these also provided an opportunity to meet 

up with members of the host society in a convivial and informal 

setting.  

Looking Ahead 

I was recently asked what the YHACS priorities were. I replied 

that they were centred on ‘keeping the show on the road’ by 

which I meant trying to ensure the long-term survival of the civic 

society movement in the region. Your YHACS committee wants 

to see a lively, vibrant network of civic societies and we will 

continue to share ideas and information with our members via 

our quarterly events, occasional ad hoc meetings, our newsletter 

and regular emails.  

We will also try to respond to requests for help from member 

societies and urge all societies in the region to join us. We offer 

membership benefits that are different from, but complementary 

to, those offered by Civic Voice and we are keen that societies 

should be members of both organisations. 

In 2018, we are not only offering a second Futures Workshop but 

have also committed to work with Civic Voice to support their 

events in the region, such as the War Memorials Workshop to be 

held in February. We also hope to be represented at the 2018 

Civic Voice Annual Convention in Birmingham in October.  

 

The YHACS/Peter 

Spawforth Award 

At the AGM in January, 

we announced the 

results of our annual 

awards. 

 
First prize (£200) went to 

Leeds Civic Trust (above); 

second prize (£100), went to 

Pontefract Civic Society 

(below). 

 
Third prize (£50) went to 

Doncaster Civic Trust (below) 

 
In addition, 

commendations were 

awarded to 

Huddersfield, 

Wakefield, Halifax and 

Scarborough civic 

societies. 
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We remain alert to the concerns our members share and will 

continue to offer advice where we can. These include housing 

design and allocation, infrastructure provision, implications of the 

Northern Powerhouse and so on. 

One challenge ahead that could have significant consequences for 

civic societies is the introduction of the General Data Protection 

Regulation from 25th May. See side bar for more information. 

Our Newsletter 

Our newsletter, Society Insight, which is issued to member societies 

and selected stakeholders by email, continues to receive very 

favourable feedback from readers. Now that we no longer print the 

newsletter, it can and does expand in pagination to accommodate 

the articles received. We achieved a new record in 2017 when one 

edition reached 26 pages! The editing and compilation is handled 

for us by our Vice Chair, David Moss, and he deserves credit for his 

work in pulling the disparate contributions together.   

And finally… 

YHACS is run by a committee and I would like to put on record my 

personal thanks to all our committee members for their continued 

support during 2017. Our secretary, Helen Kidman, now chairs the 

Civic Voice Regional Forum. To allow Helen to act as an impartial 

chair, YHACS committee member Paul Cartwright attends these 

meetings to represent YHACS interests. Peter Cooper continues to 

act as YHACS webmaster and Richard Ward still manages our 

financial affairs for us. As can be seen from our accounts on the 

following pages, the books have balanced once again and YHACS 

remains financially solvent: indeed we are in good health!   

Kevin Trickett MBE, Chair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GDPR 

Just four little words – 

General Data Protection 

Regulation, but they look 

set to change the way all 

organisations handle 

personal data. 

Taking effect from 25th 

May 2018, they are 

meant to force big 

organisations to tighten 

their procedures on 

handling information 

about their clients and 

staff. However the new 

rules also apply to 

charities and voluntary 

organisations but it is not 

yet clear whether or not 

there will be any form of 

exemption for small 

organisation such as 

civic societies.  
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Income and Expenditure Account 
 

Balance Sheet 
 

as at 31st December 2017 
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Income and Expenditure Account 
for year ending 31st December 2017 

 

    

          2016           2017 

    

         £ 
 

         £ 

Income 

   

 

 

     

 

 

 

Subscriptions                 - 2016 1650.00  0.00 

 

                       - 2017 700.00  1200.00 

 

                 - 2018 

 

 50.00 

 

Donations   - sundry (see note 1) 150.00  150.00 

  

- refreshments (see note 2) 68.45  155.00 

  

- Stockton Heritage Forum (see note 3) 0.00  236.50 

    

£2,568.45  £1,791.50 

     

 

 Expenditure 

   

 

 

     

 

 

 

Subscriptions - Y & H Involve/Horbury CS 132.00  0.00 

 

Meeting expenses 

 

423.15  416.00 

 

Travel (see note 4) 

  

925.45  625.20 

 

Insurance 

  

265.73  266.93 

 

YHACS/Peter Spawforth Awards – prizes    

  - prizes  350.00  350.00 

  

- certificates   38.50  44.99 

 

                              - engraving 0.00  10.75 

 

Website costs 127.16  102.00 

 

Box archive software – cost of licences 0.00  87.60 

 

Bank charges 10.00  20.00 

 

Gift and prizes (see note 5) 

 

0.00  40.40 

    

£2,271.99  £1,963.87 

     

 

 Surplus/Deficit 

 

£296.46  -£172.37 

     

 

 

    

£2,568.45  £1,791.50 
Notes:  

(1) Donations include payments made by member societies over and above their membership subscription 

and as contributions towards the cost of our quarterly meetings.  

(2) Donations for refreshments are the monies dropped into our collection boxes at meetings or to cover the 

cost of refreshments provided by YHACS. (Where refreshments are provided by host civic societies, they 

receive the money from the collection boxes and so the income does not appear in the YHACS accounts) 

(3) Kevin Trickett gave talks at two meetings of the Stockton Heritage Forum. In return, the Forum made a 

donation to YHACS to cover Kevin’s travel and hotel costs, which Kevin reclaimed from YHACS, and a 

donation of £100 for Kevin’s time, which YHACS retained. 
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Balance Sheet 
as at 31st December 2017 

 

    
31.12.16 

 
31.12.17 

       Balance of Accumulated Fund brought forward 5,087.25 
 

5,383.71 

Surplus for the year 
 

296.46 
 

-172.37 

       YHACS Funds  
  

£5,383.71 
 

£5,211.34 

       Funds held for Horbury Civic Society £9,512.28  0.00 

Funds held for Markey Weighton Civic Society £720.40  £670.40 

   £15,616.39  £5,881.74 

Represented by: 
     Cash with CAF Bank 
  

£15,594.89 
 

0.00 

Cash with Co-Operative Bank   0.00  5,831.74 

Un-banked cheques 
  

50.00 
 

50.00 

Less un-presented cheque 
 

-28.50 
 

0.00 

    
£15,616.39 

 
£5,881.74 

       
Accounts prepared by Richard Ward, Treasurer, and agreed by Kevin Trickett, Chair 

Notes (continued):  

(4) Travel costs are to reimburse committee members for travel on YHACS business, including to meetings of 

Civic Voice in London and Birmingham, etc. Where members of the YHACS committee have stayed overnight 

in hotels on the eve of YHACS quarterly meetings, they have done so at their own expense. Some members 

of the YHACS committee are largely funding their own travel costs and not claiming anything from the charity. 

(5) On the morning of the AGM in January 2017, YHACS hosted a quiz and offered a small prize for the 

winner. We also presented Dr Kevin Grady with a gift token when he stood down from the committee after 

many years of service to the Association. 

Reserves Policy: 

In 2016, the YHACS committee agreed to hold reserves of £2,000. This money is a notional sum and 

represents the minimum level of unrestricted funds that the committee will endeavour to maintain in our 

accounts at all times. We have chosen this figure because it is equivalent to one year’s funding and, should 

there ever be a sudden and unforeseen drop off in our income, it would allow us to continue to operate and 

cover all potential liabilities for one year until such time as we had restored our income or made the decision 

to wind up the charity’s affairs. Having a reserves policy does not mean that we will never allow our funds to 

drop below £2,000 but, in the event of that happening, the committee would make it a priority to raise 

sufficient income to bring the level of reserves back to the target amount.  

This policy will be kept under annual review by the committee. 
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Who we are 

The Yorkshire and Humber Association of Civic Societies (YHACS) is a registered charity (no. 1112290) and 

a membership organisation for civic and amenity societies around the Yorkshire and Humber region.  

We aim to be a distinctive voice for the civic society movement in Y&H and seek to strengthen and develop 

the movement by offering our members advice, support and networking opportunities. We also campaign on 

their behalf on matters of mutual concern and promote awareness of the work civic societies do through our 

website, of our quarterly newsletter and other publications, and through the issue of occasional press 

releases. 

At the end of 2017, there were 38 paid-up member societies within YHACS (a reduction of three compared 

with 2016).  

Civic societies are independent, grass roots groups of citizens who seek to enhance the quality of life in their 

communities. Mostly run by volunteers, civic societies have a particular focus on improving the public realm 

and built environment through helping to preserve the best of our built heritage while campaigning for the 

highest standards of architecture, design and town planning. They often act as public watchdogs or mediators 

between local authority planning officials, developers and the general public on developments that impact on 

the quality of life for local people.  

Civic societies can also be called upon to act as custodians of local history and heritage. As a result, they 

make an excellent springboard for fostering a sense of civic pride and community cohesion. 

Many societies celebrate the heritage of their locality through publishing literature, organising walks, and 

erecting commemorative plaques. 

YHACS encourages member societies to see themselves as part of a wider movement and to share ideas 

and experiences. YHACS has been instrumental in establishing civic societies in Barnsley, Bradford and 

Sheffield and has stepped in to prevent the closure of Horbury and Market Weighton Civic Societies. 

While we still regard the protection of our built heritage as a key aim, we recognise that new development can 

be a necessary step in delivering vibrancy and prosperity in our communities. Where civic societies might 

once have viewed development sceptically, the civic society movement in our region looks to present 

development as an opportunity to create the heritage of tomorrow through good design. At YHACS, we are 

driven by a desire to reconcile the past, present and future of our townscapes with a vision developed by 

communities in their local civic societies. 

YHACS is a member of Civic Voice, the national charity for the civic society movement in England, and 

collaborates with others, such as Historic England, on matters concerning the conservation and preservation 

of our built heritage. 

Our aims 

Our aims are to promote and encourage:  

 a high standard of architecture, building, and town and country planning; 

 the preservation of beauty or amenity in cities, towns and villages or the countryside, and of land, 

buildings and features of beauty or interest in such cities, towns and villages or countryside;  

 a sense of civic pride amongst members of the general public by the provision of support and advice to 

civic societies in the Yorkshire and Humber area. 
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Membership 

Membership of YHACS is open to any civic or amenity society that has aims in sympathy with our own. 

Membership is subject to an annual subscription (held again at £50 in 2017), payable each January; we also 

welcome and encourage donations from societies that can afford to make an additional payment. 

Statement of Public Benefit  

The Charity Commission require charities to provide a statement of public benefit. Having taken account of 

the guidance produced by the Charity Commission, the YHACS trustees (ie the Executive Committee) have 

prepared the following statement: 

Our vision is to enhance the quality of life for all citizens in the region by engaging people not only in the 

protection of local heritage but also in the promotion of sustainable economic development and urban 

renaissance. Through our campaigns and networking and through the provision of advice and support to civic 

and amenity societies, YHACS aims to help make Yorkshire and Humber a better place in which to live, work 

or relax. This is for the overall benefit of the general public, whether or not they are members of any particular 

civic society and whether they be residents or visitors to the area.  

Governance 

As an unincorporated registered charity, YHACS is managed by an Executive Committee of volunteer trustees 

in accordance with our written constitution, dated 24th September 2005 and amended in January 2008 ad 

again in January 2017. The Constitution provides that the charity shall be managed and administered by a 

committee comprising Officers and other members duly elected at the Annual General Meeting held in 

January each year. Such persons are also the Trustees of the charity. 

In addition to the Executive Committee, YHACS also has an elected President. The role of President is 

honorary. The President, who is elected at the Annual General Meeting each January, is consulted for advice 

and is invited to attend meetings of the Committee to take part in discussion but does not vote.  

YHACS welcomes, and indeed encourages, applications from anyone wishing to join the Committee and who 

can help us to run the association. 

The officers and committee who held office during 2017 were as follows: 

President:                            

Peter Cooper 

Chair:                    

Kevin Trickett   

Vice Chair:     

David Moss 

Secretary:                    

Helen Kidman  

Treasurer:                   

Richard Ward  

Committee members:  

Phyllis Barnes 

Paul Cartwright 

Martin Hamilton 

Margaret Hicks-Clarke  

 

Tony Leonard  

Jim Robinson  

Malcolm Sharman  

David Winpenny 
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